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buyouts and early outs, and over 2,600 (out of 21,000) court employees will be furloughed for an average

of more than a week each.

 The Judiciary’s $5.7 billion fiscal year 2005 budget request represents less than two-tenths of one

percent of the entire federal budget.

Judge Heyburn’s appropriations testimony can see found at: http://www.uscourts.gov/

Press_Releases/heyburn021904.pdf.

The Judicial Conference today also approved implementation guidance and a model local rule that

will enable U.S. district courts nationwide to provide remote electronic access to criminal case files.

Software modifications are necessary before this access can be effective.

This latest action follows the Conference’s decision in September 2001 to make electronic access

to most civil and bankruptcy case files the same as access to paper files at the courthouse. This includes the

redaction of specific personal identifiers in both the paper and electronic forms. Because of unique safety

issues relating to criminal files, the Conference delayed implementation for two years and created a  pilot

program in 11 courts to study the potential impact of electronic access. The study found no harm from

enhanced access to criminal case file documents, and in September 2003 the Judicial Conference voted to

permit courts nationwide to offer remote electronic access to criminal case files, with the redaction of

personal identifiers and subject to the drafting of appropriate implementation guidance for courts. The

guidance was approved today. The guidance and proposed local rule are attached.

Electronic case file documents may be accessed only through the federal court’s Public Access to

Electronic Records (PACER) program, which requires registration and issuance of a login and password.

This can be done instantly at: www.pacer.psc.uscourts.gov.

The Judicial Conference of the United States is the principal policy-making body for the federal

court system. The Chief Justice serves as the presiding officer of the Conference, which is composed of

the chief judges of the 13 courts of appeals, a district judge from each of the 12 geographic circuits, and

the chief judge of the Court of International Trade. The Conference meets twice a year to consider admin-

istrative and policy issues affecting the court system and to make recommendations to Congress concern-

ing legislation involving the Judicial Branch. A list of Conference members is attached.
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