Scripted Opening for Participant Attorneys

Courtroom Protocol for Attorneys – Petitioners

New Jersey v. T.L.O. Applied to a Backpack Search at School

Note: The Judge should be addressed as: Your Honor.

The Judge is announced, takes the bench, and welcomes the group.

Judge: 




 Is Counsel for the Petitioner ready?  

Petitioner/Attorney for the Government
(Attorney #1 stands at counsel table)







 Yes, Your Honor.

Judge:





Is Counsel for the Respondent ready?

Respondent/Attorney for Brittany Porter
(Attorney #1 stands at counsel table.) 







Yes, Your Honor.

Judge:





Instructs the Petitioner to proceed.

Attorneys for Petitioner/Government


Participant Attorney #1 (Stands at lectern)

May it please the Court?  My name is ____________ (first and last names).   I am from _________________ (state). My colleagues and I are counsel for the State of New Jersey, the Petitioner before this Court today. I will be handling Issue #1 and my colleagues will be handling the other two key issues. They will stand at the counsel table and introduce themselves, and then our Attorney Coach will introduce himself/herself. (Sits down.)

 Participant Attorney #2 (Stands at counsel table.)

 I am _______   _______ (first and last names) from_____ (state) and I will be handling issue #2.

Participant Attorney #3 (Stands at counsel table.)
I am __________   ______________ (first and last names) from ___________ (state) and I will be handling Issue #3.

Attorney Coach introduces himself/herself. (Sits down.)

Scripted Opening for Participant Attorneys

Courtroom Protocol for Attorneys – Respondents

New Jersey v. T.L.O Applied to a Backpack Search at School
Note: The Judge should be addressed as Your Honor

Attorneys for Respondent/Brittany Porter
Participant Attorney #1 (Stands at lectern.)

May it please the Court?  My name is ___________   ___________ (first and last names). I am from _________________ (state). My colleagues and I represent Ms. Brittany Porter, the defendant in this case. I will handle Issue #1 and my two colleagues will handle the other primary issues. At this time, they will stand at the counsel table and introduce themselves and tell you where they are from. Our Attorney Coach also will introduce himself/herself. 
Participant Attorney #2 (Stands at lectern.)

I am ____________ ___________ (first and last names). I will be arguing the second issue. (Sits down.)

Participant Attorney #3 (Stands at counsel table.)

I am _____________   ___________ (first and last names) from _______________ and I will be handling issue #3.” (Sits down.)

Attorney Coach introduces himself/herself. (Sits down.)

The first time each attorney presents his/her arguments to the Judge, the opening is:  

May it please the court?
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