Official Form 119 (Committee Note)

2015 COMMITTEE NOTE

Official Form 119, Bankruptcy Petition Preparer’s
Notice, Declaration, and Signature, applies only in cases of
individual debtors. It is revised as part of the Forms
Modernization Project, making it easier to read and, as a
result, likely to generate more complete and accurate
responses. In addition, the form is renumbered, and
stylistic changes are made throughout the form.

The form is derived from former Official Form 19,
Declaration and Signature of Non-Attorney Bankruptcy
Petition Preparer. An instruction is added to the form that
provides statutory citations. Filers are advised that if more
than one bankruptcy petition preparer helped with the
documents, each must sign the form.

Part 1, Notice to Debtor, is moved to the beginning
of the form and revised. An instruction is added that
bankruptcy petition preparers must give the debtor a copy
of the form and have the debtor sign it before they prepare
any documents for filing or accept compensation, and that
the form must be filed with any document prepared. It
warns the debtor that bankruptcy petition preparers are not
attorneys and may not practice law or give legal advice,
with a list of examples of advice that may not be provided
by a bankruptcy petition preparer. The signature line of
this part includes a statement that the debtor acknowledges
receipt of the notice.

Part 2, Declaration and Signature of the Bankruptcy
Petition Preparer, revises the declaration by the bankruptcy
petition preparer to include an officer, principal,
responsible person, or partner of a bankruptcy petition
preparer. The bankruptcy petition preparer must provide a
firm name, if applicable, as well as a contact phone, and
must indicate which documents the bankruptcy petition
preparer prepared from a list of documents. An “other”
option is provided for any additional documents. The
signature line includes spaces for the bankruptcy petition
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preparer to enter a social security number, and language
regarding an officer, principal, responsible person, or
partner of the bankruptcy petition preparer.
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HISTORICAL NOTES?
2005-2007 COMMITTEE NOTE

This form is new. It is derived from form 19B and
replaces forms 19A and 19B (which forms are abrogated).
The form contains the notice a bankruptcy petition preparer
is required to give to a debtor under § 110 of the Code as
amended by the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and
Consumer Protection Act of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109-8, 119
Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005), and the bankruptcy petition
preparer's signed declaration (also required by 8 110 of the
Code) that the notice was given to the debtor.

The notice states, in language mandated in the 2005
Act, that the bankruptcy petition preparer is not an attorney
and must not give legal advice. The notice also includes
examples of advice a bankruptcy petition preparer may not
give that are taken from 8§ 110(e)(2) of the Code.

Although space is provided in the declaration to list
multiple documents prepared for a single filing, a new form
19 must be completed and accompany subsequent filings.
For example, one form 19 listing all forms prepared by the
bankruptcy petition preparer would be filed with the
debtor's petition package. Another form 19 would be
required if the debtor files amended schedules later in the
case that were prepared by the bankruptcy petition
preparer.

The form must be signed by the debtor and the
bankruptcy petition preparer where indicated, and must be
filed with each document for filing prepared by the
bankruptcy petition preparer.

2005 COMMITTEE NOTE

The certification by a non-attorney bankruptcy
petition preparer in this form is renamed a “declaration”
and is amended to include material mandated by
amendments to § 110 of the Code in the Bankruptcy Abuse

1The 2005-2007 Committee Note incorporates the Committee
Notes to Forms 19A and 19B previously published in 2005.
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Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005, Pub. L.
No. 109-8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005).

2003 COMMITTEE NOTE

Pursuant to 8 110(c) of the Bankruptcy Code, the
certification by a non-attorney bankruptcy petition preparer
requires a petition preparer to provide the full social
security number of the individual who actually prepares the
document.

1995 COMMITTEE NOTE

This form is new. The Bankruptcy Reform Act of
1994 requires a "bankruptcy petition preparer,” as defined
in 11 U.S.C. § 110, to sign any "document for filing" that
the bankruptcy petition preparer prepares for compensation
on behalf of a debtor, to disclose on the document certain
information, and to provide the debtor with a copy of the
document. This form or adaptations of this form have been
incorporated into the official forms of the voluntary
petition, the schedules, the statement of financial affairs,
and other official forms that typically would be prepared
for a debtor by a bankruptcy petition preparer. This form is
to be used in connection with any other document that a
bankruptcy petition preparer prepares for filing by a debtor
in a bankruptcy case.



