
January 17, 2018 

Honorable Judge David G. Campbell 
United States District Judge 
Chair, Committee on Rules of Practice and Procedure 
United States District Court for the District of Arizona 
Sandra Day O'Connor Courthouse 
401 West Washington Street, SPC 58 
Phoenix, AZ 85003 

Honorable John D. Bates 
Senior United States District Judge 
Chair, Advisory Committee on Civil Rules 
United States District Court for the District of Columbia 
E. Barrett Prettyman Courthouse 
333 Constitution Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE: Invitation for Comment on Proposed Social Security Rules 

Dear Judges Campbell and Bates and Members of the Social Security Subcommittee: 

The American Association for Justice ("AAJ"), formerly known as the Association of Trial 

Lawyers of America ("A TLA"), submits these comments in response to an invitation to 

comment on the Special Procedural Rules for Social Security Litigation in District Court 

(hereinafter Special Procedural Rules) recommended by the Administrative Conference of the 

United States ("ACUS") for development by the Judicial Conference of the United States. AAJ, 

with members in the United States, Canada and abroad, exists to preserve the constitutional right 

to trial by jury and access to justice when people are injured by the negligence or misconduct of 

others. AAJ advocates to ensure that all plaintiffs, including those seeking disability benefits, 

receive their constitutional right to their day in court under fair, just and reasonable rules of 

procedure and evidence. 

AAJ offers 18 practice sections, including a Social Security Disability Law Section, to enhance 

trial techniques and train attorneys to provide their clients with the best possible representation. 

Members of AAJ' s Social Security Disability Law Section have taken a notable special interest 

in the Special Procedural Rules and has helped provide the content for AAJ' s comments. It is 

important to note that, unlike many plaintiff attorneys, AAJ members representing Social 

Security claimants usually have a highly-specialized practice that is primarily focused on 

disability law, and while highly-specialized, these attorneys typically represent clients with a 
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