 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1United States District Court
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<__________________> DISTRICT OF <__________________>

	<Name(s) of plaintiff(s)>,




Plaintiff(s)


v.

<Name(s) of defendant(s)>,




Defendant(s)
	)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)
	Civil Action No. <Number>


COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES UNDER THE MERCHANT MARINE ACT
1.
<Statement of Jurisdiction.  See Form 7.>

<a.  For diversity-of-citizenship jurisdiction.>   The plaintiff is [a citizen of State A] [a corporation incorporated under the laws of State A with its principal place of business in State A].  The defendant is [a citizen of State B] [a corporation incorporated under the laws of State B with its principal place of business in State B].  The amount in controversy, without interest and costs, exceeds the sum or value specified by 28 U.S.C. § 1332.


<b.  For federal-question jurisdiction.>  This action arises under [the United States Constitution; specify the article or amendment and the section] [a United States treaty; specify] [a federal statute, ___U.S.C. § ___].


<c.  For a claim in the admiralty or maritime jurisdiction.>  This is a case of admiralty or maritime jurisdiction.  <To invoke admiralty status under Rule 9(h) use the following:  This is an admiralty or maritime claim within the meaning of Rule 9(h).>
2.
<At the times below, the defendant owned and operated the vessel __________ (Name of Vessel) and used it to transport cargo for hire by water in interstate and foreign commerce.>
3.
<On ___________ (Date), at ___________ (Place), the defendant hired the plaintiff under seamen's articles of customary form for a voyage from ____________to ___________ and return at a wage of $ ______ a month and found, which is equal to a shore worker's wage of $ ______ a month.>
4.
<On ____________ (Date), the vessel was at sea on the return voyage.  (Describe the weather and the condition of the vessel.)>
5.
<Describe as in Form 11 the defendant's negligent conduct.>
6.
<As a result of the defendant's negligent conduct and the unseaworthiness of the vessel, the plaintiff was physically injured, has been incapable of any gainful activity, suffered mental and physical pain, and has incurred medical expenses of  $ ______.>

Therefore, the plaintiff demands judgment against the defendant for $ <_____> , plus costs.

	Date:  <Date>
	<Signature of the attorney or unrepresented party>
________________________________________

<Printed name>

<Address>

<E-mail address>

<Telephone number>


