
Plaintiff Defendant Federal Question Diversity of Citizenship (2) Local Jurisdiction
1977 133,929 18,458 24,308 58,083 31,735 1,345
1978 140,544 23,727 23,779 60,237 31,754 1,047
1979 160,016 34,227 24,708 63,920 35,943 1,218
1980 171,074 40,219 23,585 65,846 40,650 774
1981 185,622 39,146 24,651 74,543 46,507 775
1982 212,559 50,109 27,757 81,379 52,690 624
1983 250,855 62,522 40,963 88,855 57,819 696
1984 259,956 65,496 44,536 92,429 56,806 689
1985 278,681 81,401 38,329 96,023 62,299 629
1986 246,733 52,578 28,249 99,590 65,768 548
1987 234,467 40,223 30,241 97,424 65,984 595
1988 240,821 37,729 30,084 103,278 69,062 668
1989 225,685 33,778 25,661 103,311 62,422 513
1990 217,013 30,188 24,510 104,307 57,435 573
1991 210,890 30,684 25,414 104,829 49,325 638
1992 230,509 35,453 27,147 118,180 49,432 297
1993 229,850 20,482 31,242 126,271 51,445 410
1994 236,391 15,805 29,605 135,853 54,886 242
1995 248,335 14,130 29,028 153,489 51,448 240
1996 269,132 15,538 33,217 159,513 60,685 179
1997 272,027 20,966 39,038 156,596 55,278 149
1998 256,787 23,389 34,463 146,827 51,992 116
1999 260,271 31,067 34,376 144,898 49,793 137
2000 259,517 34,124 36,985 139,624 48,626 158
2001 250,907 22,680 40,644 138,441 48,998 144
2002 274,841 14,479 39,518 163,890 56,824 130
2003 252,962 10,946 38,254 142,591 61,156 15

Total (1)Fiscal Year

Source:   Statistical Table C-2

Table 2.1
U.S. District Courts.  Civil Cases Filed by Jurisdiction 

U.S. Cases

(2) Due to an increase in jurisdictional amount from $10,000 to $50,000 in May 1989, diversity filings decreased significantly in 1991.  (For further discussion, see 
page 8 of the 1990 Annual Report of the Director.)  The jurisdictional amount was raised again in January 1997 from $50,000 to $75,000; filings then decreased 
through 2000 but have increased in the last three years. (See the 1997 Annual Report and the Statistics Division report entitled Federal Judicial Caseload: A Five 
Year Retrospective.)

Private Cases

(1) Overall filings increased 10 percent from 2001 to 2002 due primarily to increases in private cases, particularly those involving asbestos; many of these cases 
have since been remanded to state court.


