Table 3.5
U.S. District Courts. Criminal Defendants Disposed of by Method of Disposition (Excludes Transfers)

Not Convicted Convicted and Sentenced

Fiscal Total Percent of Total Acquitted by Percentof | Plea of Nolo Convicted by

Year* Defendants Total Defendants | Dismissed Court Jury Total Total Guilty** | Contendere Court Jury
1971 44,615 12,512 28% 10,655 687 1,170 32,103 72% 27,544 - 1,416 3,143
1972 49,516 12,296 25% 10,219 690 1,387 37,220 75% 31,714 - 1,847 3,659
1973 46,724 11,741 25% 9,757 661 1,323 34,983 75% 29,009 - 1,873 4,101
1974 48,014 11,784 25% 10,019 508 1,257 36,230 75% 30,660 - 1,785 3,785
1975 49,212 11,779 24% 10,274 397 1,108 37,433 76% 31,816 - 1,580 4,037
1976 51,612 11,500 22% 9,752 508 1,240 40,112 78% 34,041 - 1,587 4,484
1977 53,189 11,721 22% 9,941 398 1,382 41,468 78% 35,336 - 1,629 4,503
1978 45,922 9,417 21% 7,792 311 1,314 36,505 79% 31,112 - 1,431 3,962
1979 41,175 8,262 20% 6,791 303 1,168 32,913 80% 27,295 - 2,006 3,612
1980 36,560 7,962 22% 6,633 283 1,046 28,598 78% 23,111 - 1,851 3,636
1981 38,127 8,259 22% 6,981 266 1,012 29,868 78% 24,322 - 1,867 3,679
1982 40,466 8,214 20% 7,051 225 938 32,252 80% 26,355 1,037 1,205 3,655
1983 43,329 7,738 18% 6,566 281 891 35,501 82% 29,814 709 1,286 3,782
1984 44,501 8,397 19% 7,022 327 1,048 36,104 81% 31,060 401 969 3,674
1985 47,360 8,830 19% 7,484 415 931 38,530 81% 33,364 459 994 3,713
1986 50,040 9,300 19% 7,882 461 957 40,740 81% 34,927 521 1,139 4,153
1987 54,168 10,226 19% 8,784 446 996 43,942 81% 37,816 624 1,371 4,131
1988 50,440 9,509 19% 7,934 539 1,036 40,931 81% 34,872 616 1,252 4,191
1989 52,955 9,476 18% 7,859 617 1,000 43,479 82% 36,993 718 1,128 4,640
1990 55,267 9,747 18% 8,231 612 904 45,520 82% 39,093 597 979 4,851
1991 57,410 10,318 18% 8,627 631 1,060 47,092 82% 40,918 539 631 5,004
1992 59,644 9,384 16% 7,769 560 1,055 50,260 84% 44,154 476 578 5,052
1993 61,309 9,586 16% 8,284 396 906 51,723 84% 46,178 360 502 4,683
1994 59,625 9,908 17% 8,669 546 693 49,717 83% 45,044 385 491 3,797
1995 54,980 8,207 15% 7,112 482 613 46,773 85% 42,803 300 467 3,203
1996 60,255 7,985 13% 7,083 340 562 52,270 87% 47,921 275 461 3,613
1997 63,148 7,500 12% 6,607 400 493 55,648 88% 51,647 271 499 3,231
1998 67,934 8,049 12% 6,968 594 487 59,885 88% 55,913 343 601 3,028
1999 73,481 8,666 12% 7,649 553 464 64,815 88% 61,239 387 487 2,702
2000 75,071 8,035 11% 6,992 603 440 67,036 89% 63,503 360 632 2,541
2001 75,650 7,919 10% 7,017 479 423 67,731 90% 64,148 254 1,035 2,294
2002 78,835 7,953 10% 7,217 336 400 70,882 90% 67,856 332 423 2,271
2003 83,530 8,680 10% 7,957 293 430 74,850 90% 71,683 427 327 2,413

*June data for years 1971 through 1987
**Prior to 1982, data for guilty pleas and nolo contendere were combined.
NOTE: After a moderate increase over the previous 10 years, the percentage of criminal defendants convicted and sentenced has risen significantly since 1988 primarily because of the rise in

the percentage of defendants pleading guilty.
Source: Statistical Table D-4



