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The Difference between Trial and Grand Juries

TRIAL JURY GRAND JURY

6-12 members

Role is to decide whether defendant injured the plaintiff
(civil case) or committed the crime as charged (criminal
case)

Trials are generally public, but jury deliberations are
private.

Defendants has the right to appear, testify, and call
witnesses on their behalf.

Final outcome is a verdict, in favor of plaintiff or
defendant in civil case, or guilty/not guilty in a criminal
case.

16-23 members

Role is to determine whether there is “probable cause”
to believe that an individual has committed a crime and
should be put on trial.

Grand jury proceedings are not open to the public.

Neither defendants nor their attorneys have the right to
appear before the grand jury.

Final outcome is decision to indict (formally accuse)
the defendant or not.



Student Handout 1
Qualifications for Being a Juror

Read through the following descriptions and determine whether the people described should be able to
serve on a jury. Write "Y" for yes and "N" for no. Be sure to include a brief explanation after each one.
After you have recorded your initial impressions, your teacher will review them and together the class will
draft a list of qualifications based on the discussion of the descriptions.

_____ 1. Knut received a notice to serve on a jury in Washington, D.C.  He is a resident of 
Washington, D.C., and is a German citizen.

Explain:

_____ 2. Elia received a notice to serve on a jury in her town. She is 17 and a student at the local high 
                  school.

Explain:

_____ 3. Juan received a notice to serve on a jury in his area. He speaks only Spanish.

Explain:

_____ 4. Jackie received a notice to serve on a jury in her city. She has been living in the judicial          
district for two years. She is a waitress in a local diner and has never been convicted of a         
felony.

Explain:

_____ 5. Roger received a notice to serve on a jury. He is currently in a hospital receiving treatment      
for schizophrenia.

Explain:

_____ 6. Elizabeth received a notice to serve on a jury. She is a lawyer in town and knows the               
defendant in the trial.

Explain:

Based on your class discussion of the descriptions above, draft a list of qualifications for being a
juror:



Teacher Answers - Student Handout 1
Qualifications for Being a Juror

Read through the following descriptions and determine whether the people described should be able to
serve on a jury.  Write Y for yes and N for no.  Be sure to include a brief explanation after each one.  After
you have recorded your initial impressions, your teacher will review them and together the class will draft a
list of qualifications based on the descriptions.

N 1. Knut received a notice to serve on a jury in Washington, D.C.  He is a resident of Washington,  
D.C., and he is a German citizen.

Explain:  Being a U.S. citizen is a qualification for being a juror, just as it is for voting.

N 2. Elia received a notice to serve on a jury in her town. She is 17 and a student at the local high     
school.

Explain:  Again, the requirements for voting and jury service are similar.  You must be 18.

N 3. Juan received a notice to serve on a jury in his area. He speaks only Spanish.

Explain: Proficiency in English is a requirement for understanding the trial proceedings.

Y 4. Jackie received a notice to serve on a jury in her city. She has been living in the judicial            
district for two years.  She is a waitress in a local diner and has never been convicted of a           
felony.

Explain: You must have lived in the judicial district for 1 year and usually you cannot have been 
convicted of a felony (or have charges pending).

N 5. Roger received a notice to serve on a jury. He is currently in a hospital receiving treatment for    
schizophrenia.

Explain: Being in treatment for a mental condition, like schizophrenia, would disqualify a potential
juror because of the effect the condition could have on objectivity.

Y 6. Elizabeth received a notice to serve on a jury. She is a lawyer in town and knows the             
defendant in the trial.

Explain: Elizabeth would be qualified under the law, but the attorneys for the defendant or
prosecutor may strike her from the jury pool because she is an attorney or because she
knows the defendant.  However, this would be up to the attorneys.

Qualifications (can be found in Understanding the Federal Courts, p. 21)



• United States citizen

• At least 18 years old

• Reside in the judicial district for at least 1 year

• Adequate proficiency in English

• No disqualifying mental or physical condition

• Not currently subject to felony charges

• Never convicted of a felony (unless civil rights have been legally restored)
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