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COMMITTEE NOTE

Official Form 105, Involuntary Petition Against an
Individual, which is used only in cases of individual
debtors, is revised in its entirety as part of the Forms
Modernization Project, making it easier to read and, as a
result, likely to generate more complete and accurate
responses. In addition, the form is renumbered to
distinguish it from the version to be used in non-individual
cases, and stylistic changes were made throughout the
form.

The form is derived from Official Form 5,
Involuntary Petition. The new form separates questions
into four parts likely to be more familiar to non-lawyers,
groups questions of a similar nature together, and
eliminates questions unrelated to individual debtors.

Part 1, Identify the Chapter of the Bankruptcy Code
Under Which Petition is Filed, moves to the beginning of
the form the question regarding the chapter of the
Bankruptcy Code under which the petition is filed.

Part 2, ldentify the Debtor, includes the questions
regarding the debtor’s name, prior names, Social Security
Number, Individual Taxpayer Identification Number, and
Employer Identification Number. Petitioners must list the
address for the debtor’s principal residence, mailing
address (if different), and principal place of business.
Petitioners must indicate whether the debtor operates a
business, and, if so, use checkboxes to indicate whether the
business falls into certain categories. The statutory
definition of “consumer debts” is provided, as well as a
definition of “business debts.”

Part 3, Report About the Case, amends the question
regarding venue to advise that venue is “the reason for
filing in this court” and amends the choices for venue. The
first option is revised to read: “Over the last 180 days
before the filing of this bankruptcy, the debtor has resided,
had the principal place of business, or had principal assets
in this district longer than in any other district.” Also, the
form adds an option for “Other reason. Explain,” with a
statutory reference. In the question for Allegations, the
exact citation to the Bankruptcy Code is provided for the
second allegation, and checkboxes are provided for the last
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allegation. Petitioners must check “yes” or “no” to answer
whether there has been a transfer of any claim against the
debtor by or to a petitioner. The information regarding the
petitioner’s claims is moved to this part of the form, and the
portion listing the amount of the claim is amended to ask
about the amount of the claim that exceeds the value of the
lien, if any.

Part 4, Request for Relief, amends the instructions to
include a warning about making a false statement, and adds
a separate requirement for each petitioner’s mailing
address. Also, petitioners’ attorneys must provide their
email addresses, or if a petitioner is an individual and not
represented by an attorney, the contact phone and email
address of that petitioner must be provided.



