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COMMITTEE NOTE 
 
Official Form 318, Order of Discharge, is revised 

and renumbered as part of the Forms Modernization 
Project.  The form is used to issue a discharge in chapter 7 
cases filed by individuals or joint debtors.  It replaces 
former Official Form 18, Discharge of Debtor, Director’s 
Procedural Form 18J, Discharge of Joint Debtors, and 
Director’s Procedural Form 18JO, Discharge of One Joint 
Debtor. 

 
To make the discharge order and the explanation of 

it easier to read and understand, legal terms are explained 
more fully or replaced with commonly understood terms, 
and the form is reformatted. 

 
Reaffirmed debts are explained more fully, and 

readers are informed that a discharge will not stop creditors 
from collecting debts from any property in which they have 
a valid lien. In addition, readers are advised that the 
discharge does not stop creditors from collecting from 
anyone else who is liable on the debt, such as a cosigner on 
the loan or an insurance company. 

 
Director’s Procedural Forms 18J and 18JO are no 

longer needed because Form 318 specifies the names of the 
debtors, or debtor, to whom the discharge is issued.  Any 
alternate names of the debtor or debtors appear in the order 
not in the information box at the top of the form.  

 


