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Date of 
Amendment 

Document 
Type 

Citation Description 
 

1934 Public Law Rules Enabling Act, 
ch. 651, 73 Stat. 1064 

(1934) (codified as 
amended at 28 U.S.C. 
§§ 331, 2071–2073 

(2006)). 

Original Rules Enabling Act 
(superseded by Pub. L. No. 100-702, 

§ 401(a)-(d), 
102 Stat. 4648 (1988)). 

 Bill S. 3040, 73d Cong. 
(1934). 

A bill to give the U.S. Supreme 
Court authority to make and publish 

rules in actions at law. 
 Report H. REP. No. 1829 

(1934) (discussing S. 
3040). 

The House Judiciary Committee 
reviewed S. 3040 favorably and 

suggested that it pass. 
 Report S. REP. No. 1049 

(1934) (discussing S. 
3040).  

The Senate Judiciary Committee 
reviewed S. 3040 favorably and 

suggested that it pass. 
 Congressional 

Record 
78 CONG. REC. 4228, 
9070, 9362–63, 9900, 

10064–65, 10866, 
11000, 11003–04, 
11110, 12451–52 

(1934). 

Senator Ashurst of the Judiciary 
Committee introduced bill S. 3040 
to give the U.S. Supreme Court the 
authority to make and publish rules 
in actions at law. Sens. Robinson, 
Johnson, and Adams, and Reps. 

Eltse, Sumners, and Cochran made 
remarks regarding S. 3040. 

1940 
 
 

Public Law Sumners Courts Act, 
ch. 445, 54 Stat. 688 
(1940) (codified as 

amended at 28 U.S.C. 
§ 2072(a) (2006)). 

Enabled the U.S. Supreme Court to 
create rules of practice and 

procedure to be followed in criminal 
cases (superseded by Pub. L. No. 

100-702, § 401(a)-(d), 
102 Stat. 4648 (1988)). 

 Bill H.R. 4587, 76th Cong. 
(1940). 

A bill to give the U.S. Supreme 
Court authority to prescribe rules of 

practice and procedure to be 
followed in criminal cases. 

 Bill S. 1283, 76th Cong. 
(1939). 

A bill to give the U.S. Supreme 
Court authority to prescribe rules of 

practice and procedure to be 
followed in criminal cases. 

 Report H. REP. No. 2492 
(1940) (discussing 

H.R. 4587). 

The House Judiciary Committee 
reviewed H.R. 4587 favorably, with 
an amendment, and recommended 

that it pass as amended. 
 Report S. REP. No. 1934 

(1940) (discussing 
The Senate Judiciary Committee 

reviewed H.R. 4587 favorably and 
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H.R. 4587). recommended that it pass. 
 Congressional 

Record 
84 CONG. REC. 661, 
1174, 1275, 2047, 

2115 (1939); 86 CONG. 
REC. 4579, 7907, 
8416, 8456, 8459, 
9094, 9107, 9110, 
9138, 9142, 9215 

(1940). 

Sen. Ashurst introduced S. 1283 in 
the Senate. Rep. Sumners introduced 

H.R. 4587, and Rep. Anderson 
introduced H.R. 4632 in the House. 

An executive communication, as 
well as a letter from the Judicial 

Conference concerning H.R. 4587, 
was also sent to the House Judiciary 

Committee. 
 Hearing Rules of Criminal 

Procedure for the 
District Courts of the 

United States: 
Hearing on H.R. 4587 
Before the Subcomm. 
of the H. Comm. on 
the Judiciary, 76th 

Cong. (1939). 

Hearing before Subcommittee No. 2 
of the House Judiciary Committee 

regarding H.R. 4587. 

1948 Public Law Act of June 26, 1948, 
ch. 646, 62 Stat. 961 
(codified as amended 
at 28 U.S.C. §§ 2071–

2073 (2006)). 

Created § 2071, which gave federal 
courts the authority to create rules 
for conduct of its business. Created 
prior §§ 2072–2073, which enabled 

the U.S. Supreme Court to create 
rules of practice and procedure to be 

followed in civil and admiralty or 
maritime actions in federal courts 

(superseded by Pub. L. No. 100-702, 
§ 401(a)-(d), 

102 Stat. 4648 (1988)). 
 Bill H.R. 3214, 80th Cong. 

(1947). 
A bill to revise, codify, and enact 

into law title 28 of the United States 
Code, entitled “Judicial Code and 

Judiciary.” 
 Report H. REP. No. 308 

(1947) (discussing 
H.R. 3214). 

The Judiciary Committee submitted 
this report to explain H.R. 3214. The 
bill was substituted for an earlier bill 

(H.R. 2055) and incorporated 
changes made by the subcommittee, 

including replacing awkward 
language, reconciling conflicting 
laws, and consolidating related 

provisions. 
 Report S. REP. No. 1559 

(1948) (discussing 
The Judiciary Committee reported 
H.R. 3214 to the Senate favorably, 



DOCUMENT TABLE 
(Legislative History, Rules Enabling Act, 28 U.S.C. §§ 2071-2077) 

Public Law= Enacted and Later Codified 

3 
 

H.R. 3214). and recommended that the bill be 
passed. 

 Congressional 
Record 

94 CONG. REC. 7500, 
7927–30, 8297, 8498–

8502, 8540, 8714, 
9364, 9367 (1948).  

Sen. Wiley presented the Senate 
Judiciary Committee’s report on 
H.R. 3214 to the Senate. Sens. 

Donnell, Hatch, George, Robertson, 
and Reed made remarks regarding 

the bill. Sen. Reed’s remarks 
regarding H.R. 3214 were then 

presented to the House. 
 Hearing Judicial Code and 

Judiciary: Hearing on 
H.R. 3214 Before the 
Subcomm. of the S. 

Comm. on the 
Judiciary, 80th Cong. 

(1948).  

Hearing before Subcommittee No. 1 
of the Senate Judiciary Committee 

regarding H.R. 3214. 

1949 (May) Public Law Act of May 24, 1949, 
ch. 139, 63 Stat. 104 
(codified as amended 
at 28 U.S.C. §§ 2072–

2073 (2006)). 

Clarified § 2071 by giving express 
recognition to the power of the 

Supreme Court to prescribe its own 
rules and by giving a better 

description of its procedural rules. 
Amended prior §§ 2072–2073 to 
prescribe that the Chief Justice, 

rather than the Attorney General, is 
to report amended procedural rules 
to Congress (superseded by Pub. L. 

No. 100-702, § 401(a)-(d), 
102 Stat. 4648 (1988)). Amended 18 

U.S.C. § 3771, requiring that the 
Chief Justice report amended 
criminal rules of procedure to 

Congress rather than to the Attorney 
General. 

 Bill H.R. 3762, 81st Cong. 
(1949). 

A bill to amend title 18, entitled, 
“Crimes and Criminal Procedure,” 
and title 28, entitled, “Judiciary and 
Judicial Procedure,” of the United 

States Code, and for other purposes. 
 Report H. REP. No. 352 

(1949) (discussing 
H.R. 3762). 

The Judiciary Committee reported 
favorably upon H.R. 3762 and 

recommended that it pass without 
amendment. 

 Report S. REP. No. 303 (1949) 
(discussing H.R. 

3762). 

The Judiciary Committee reported 
favorably, with amendments 

(correcting typographical errors and 
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clarifying language), upon H.R. 
3762 and recommended that it pass. 

 Congressional 
Record 

95 CONG. REC. 3071–
72, 3546, 3813–20, 

3837, 5020, 5826–27, 
6249, 6283–84, 6304, 
6377, 6436, 7254–55 

(1949). 

H.R. 3762 was introduced by Rep. 
Bryson. Sen. O’Conor issued the 
report, including amendments, 

prepared by the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. Reps. Bryson, Martin, 

and Michener made remarks 
regarding the Senate amendments. 

1950 Public Law Act of May 11, 1950, 
ch. 174, 64 Stat. 158, 
repealed by Pub. L. 
No. 89-773, § 2, 80 
Stat. 1323 (1966), 

reinstated by Pub. L. 
No. 100-702, 
§ 401(a)-(d), 

102 Stat. 4648 (1988) 
(codified as amended 

at §§ 2072–2073 
(2006)). 

Amended 18 U.S.C. § 3771, 
prescribing the time when the Chief 

Justice reports rules of criminal 
procedure and practice, and 

specifying the time period in which 
they would take effect. Amended 
prior § 2072 and § 2073, requiring 
the Chief Justice to report rules of 
civil and admiralty procedure and 
practice, and specifying the time 
period in which they would take 

effect (repealed by Pub. L. No. 89-
773, § 2, 80 Stat. 1323 (1966)). 

 Bill S. 2874, 81st Cong. 
(1950). 

A bill to amend titles 18 and 28 of 
the United States Code, with respect 
to the time of reporting to Congress 
rules of procedure adopted by the 
U.S. Supreme Court for criminal, 
civil, and admiralty cases and the 

time of their taking effect. 
 Report S. REP. No. 1491 

(1950) (discussing S. 
2874). 

The Judiciary Committee considered 
S. 2874and reported favorably, 
suggesting that it pass without 

amendment. 
 Congressional 

Record 
96 CONG. REC. 461, 
5234, 5372, 6082, 
6224, 6321, 6960 

(1950). 

S. 2874 was introduced by Sen. 
McCarran. Rep. Aspinall suggested 
that the Senate bill be adopted rather 

than the House bill (H.R. 6390). 
1958 

 
 

Public Law Act of July 11, 1958, 
Pub. L. No. 85-513, 72 
Stat. 356 (codified as 
amended at 28 U.S.C. 
§§ 331, 2073 (2006)). 

Sections 331 and 2073 are amended, 
transferring the rulemaking function 

from the Supreme Court to the 
Judicial Conference of the United 
States (superseded by Pub. L. No. 

100-702, § 401(a)-(d), 
102 Stat. 4648 (1988)). 

 Bill H.R. 10154, 85th A bill to empower the Judicial 
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Cong. (1958). Conference to study and recommend 
changes in and additions to the rules 

of practice and procedure in the 
Federal courts. 

 Bill S. 3152, 85th Cong. 
(1958). 

A bill to further amend section 28 
U.S.C. § 331 of the United States 

Code, as amended, relating to rules 
of practice and procedure prescribed 

by the Supreme Court.  
 Report H. REP. No. 1670 

(1958) (discussing 
H.R. 10154). 

The House Judiciary Committee 
reviewed H.R. 10154 favorably, 

with amendment, and recommended 
that it pass as amended. 

 Report S. REP. No. 1744 
(1958) (discussing 

H.R. 10154). 

The Senate Judiciary Committee 
reviewed H.R. 10154 and 

recommended that it pass without 
amendment. 

 Congressional 
Record 

104 CONG. REC. 440, 
995, 7665, 11887, 
12651, 12768–69, 

12876, 19291, 19508–
09 (1958). 

Sen. Eastland introduced S. 3152. 
Rep. Forrester introduced H.R. 

10154. Sen. Mansfield requested 
that a statement from S. Rep. 1744 
be included in the bill. Sen. Dirksen 
made additional comments. A letter 

was sent from the Director of the 
Administrative Office of the U.S. 

Courts to the House Judiciary 
Committee including a draft of 

proposed legislation. 
 Hearing Hearing on H.R. 

10154 Before the 
Subcomm. of the H. 

Comm. on the 
Judiciary, 85th Cong. 
(1958) (statements of 

Hon. Warren Olney III 
and Hon. John Biggs, 

Jr.). 

Hearing before Subcommittee No. 4 
of the House Judiciary Committee 

regarding H.R. 10154. 

 Hearing Hearing on H.R. 
10154 Before the 

Subcomm. of the H. 
Comm. on the 

Judiciary, 85th Cong. 
(1958) (statements of 

Peyton Ford and 
Laurance Axman). 

Hearing before Subcommittee No. 4 
of the House Judiciary Committee 

regarding H.R. 10154. 
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1964 Public Law Bankruptcy Act, Pub. 
L. No. 88-623, § 2, 78 

Stat. 1001 (1964) 
(codified as amended 
at 28 U.S.C. § 2075 

(2006)). 

Added § 2075, giving the U.S. 
Supreme Court the authority to 
prescribe rules of practice and 

procedure in bankruptcy. 

 Bill H.R. 2859, 88th Cong. 
(1963). 

A bill to provide for the 
promulgation of rules of practice 

and procedure under the Bankruptcy 
Act, and for other purposes. 

 Report S. REP. No. 1561 
(1964) (discussing 

H.R. 2859). 

The Senate Judiciary Committee 
reported favorably, without 

amendment, and suggested that H.R. 
2859 pass. 

 Report H. REP. No. 162 
(1963) (discussing 

H.R. 2859). 

The House Judiciary Committee 
reported favorably, without 

amendment, and suggested that H.R. 
2859 pass. 

 Congressional 
Record 

110 CONG. REC. 
22064, 22853, 22948–
50, 23146, 24061–62 

(1964). 

Rep. Burleson introduced H.R. 2859 
in the House. Sen. Hruska 

introduced H.R. 2859 in the Senate, 
and Sen. Mansfield made remarks. 

1966 Public Law Act of Nov. 6, 1966, 
Pub. L. No. 89-773, 

§§ 1–2, 80 Stat. 1323 
(1966) (codified as 

amended at 28 U.S.C. 
§ 2072 (2006)). 

Amended prior § 2072, eliminating 
the words “for district courts” and 

adding “district courts and courts of 
appeals,” and repealed 28 U.S.C. §§ 
2073–2074 (superseded by Pub. L. 

No. 100-702, § 401(a)-(d), 
102 Stat. 4648 (1988)). 

 Bill S. 3254, 89th Cong. 
(1966). 

A bill to amend §§ 2072 and 2112 of 
title 28, U.S.C., with respect to the 
scope of the Federal Rules of Civil 

Procedure and to repeal inconsistent 
legislation. 

 Report S. REP. No. 1406 
(1966) (discussing S. 

3254). 

The Judiciary Committee reported 
favorably upon S. 3254, without 
amendment, and suggested that it 

pass. 
 Report H. REP. No. 2153 

(1966) (discussing S. 
3254). 

The Judiciary Committee reported 
favorably upon S. 3254, with one 

technical amendment, and suggested 
that it pass. 

 Congressional 
Record 

112 CONG. REC. 8585, 
16716, 17306, 17574, 

24526, 28140–41, 

S. 3254 was introduced by Sens. 
Tydings and Mansfield. Rep. Celler 

issued the Judiciary Committee 
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28859, 28861–63, 
28897 (1966). 

report regarding S. 3254. 

1975 (Jan.) Public Law Act of Jan. 2, 1975, 
Pub. L. No. 93-595, 

§ 2(a)(1)–(2), 
88 Stat. 1948, 

repealed by Pub. L. 
No. 100-702, 
§ 401(a)–(d), 

102 Stat. 4648 (1988). 

Added § 2076, enacting the Federal 
Rules of Evidence directly by 

statute, and authorizing the Judicial 
Conference to create rules of 

evidence (repealed by Pub. L. No. 
100-702, § 401(a)-(d), 
102 Stat. 4648 (1988)). 

 Bill H.R. 5463, 93d Cong. 
(1973). 

A bill to establish rules of evidence 
for certain courts and proceedings. 

 Report H. REP. No. 93-650 
(1973) (discussing 

H.R. 5463). 

The Judiciary Committee reported 
favorably upon H.R. 5463, with 

amendment (deleting several 
proposed rules and significantly 
amending others), and suggested 

that it pass as amended. 
 Report H. REP. No. 93-1597 

(1974) (discussing 
H.R. 5463). 

This report was submitted by the 
conference committee due to 

disagreement among the two Houses 
regarding amendments made to H.R. 

5463 by the Senate. 
 Report S. REP. No. 93-1277 

(1974) (discussing 
H.R. 5463). 

The Judiciary Committee reported 
favorably upon H.R. 5463, with 

amendments, and suggested that it 
pass as amended. 

 Congressional 
Record 

120 CONG. REC. 
1411–23, 2366-94, 

2741, 35294, 36925–
26, 37064, 37069, 
37075–85, 37925, 
38589, 39939–42, 

40069–70, 40890–97, 
41130, 41991, 41993–

95 (1974). 

Rep. Hungate introduced the bill in 
the House. Reps. Rodino, Smith, 
Hutchinson, Hogan, Holtzman, 
Dennis, Mayne, Mann, Steiger, 

Edwards, Wiggins, Brasco, 
Danielson, Lott, White, Devine, 

Johnson, Hunt, and Gonzalez made 
remarks. Sen. Hruska issued the 

Senate Judiciary Committee Report, 
with suggested amendments, on 
H.R. 5463. Sens. Ervin, Burdick, 

McClellan, Byrd, Thurmond, 
Kennedy, Hartke, Biden, Abourezk, 
Taft, Seiberling, and Eckhardt made 

remarks. 
 Hearing Executive Session 

Committee Business 
Before the S. Comm. 

Hearing before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee regarding committee 

business, Part I. 
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on the Judiciary, 93d 
Cong. (1974). 

 Hearing Executive Session 
Committee Business 
Before the S. Comm. 
on the Judiciary, 93d 

Cong. (1974). 

Hearing before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee regarding committee 

business, Part II. 

 Hearing Rules of Evidence: 
Hearing on H.R. 5463 
Before the S. Comm. 
on the Judiciary, 93d 

Cong. (1974). 

Hearing before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee regarding H.R. 5463. 

 Hearing Hearing on Proposed 
Rules of Evidence 

Before the Subcomm. 
on Criminal Justice of 
the H. Comm. on the 
Judiciary, 93d Cong. 

(1973). 

Hearing regarding Rules of 
Evidence Supplement before the 

Subcommittee on Criminal Justice 
of the House Judiciary Committee.  

 Other 
Document 

WARREN E. BURGER, 
CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE 

UNITED STATES, 
COMMUNICATION 

TRANSMITTING THE 
PROPOSED RULES OF 

EVIDENCE OF THE 
UNITED STATES 

COURTS AND 
MAGISTRATES, 

AMENDMENTS AND 
FURTHER 

AMENDMENTS TO THE 
FEDERAL RULES OF 
CIVIL PROCEDURE, 

AND AMENDMENTS TO 
THE FEDERAL RULES  

OF CRIMINAL 
PROCEDURE WHICH 

HAVE BEEN ADOPTED 
BY THE SUPREME 

COURT, 
H.R. DOC. No. 93-46 

(1978). 

Communication from the Chief 
Justice of the United States 

regarding the Federal Rules of 
Evidence. 

 Other 
Document 

STAFF OF THE H. 
COMM. ON THE 

JUDICIARY, 94TH 

A copy of the Federal Rules of 
Evidence, as enacted in 1975. 
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CONG., FEDERAL 
RULES OF EVIDENCE, 

H.R. DOC. 522-8 
(Comm. Print 1975). 

1975 (Dec.) Public Law Act of Dec. 12, 1975, 
Pub. L. No. 94-149, § 

2, 89 Stat. 806, 
repealed by Pub. L. 

No. 100-702, 
§ 401(a)-(d), 

102 Stat. 4648 (1988). 

Amended § 2076, making technical 
amendments to the Rules of 
Evidence, Rules of Criminal 

Procedure, and related provisions of 
the United States Code (repealed by 
Pub. L. No. 100-702, § 401(a)-(d), 

102 Stat. 4648 (1988)). 
 Bill H.R. 9915, 94th Cong. 

(1975). 
A bill to make technical 

amendments to the Federal Rules of 
Evidence, the Federal Rules of 

Criminal Procedure, and to related 
provisions of titles 18 and 28 of the 

United States Code. 
 Report H. REP. No. 94-599 

(1975) (discussing 
H.R. 9915). 

The Judiciary Committee reported 
favorably upon H.R. 9915, with 

amendments, and suggested that it 
pass as amended. 

 Congressional 
Record 

121 CONG. REC. 
31001–02, 34471–72, 
34642–44, 34648–49, 
34794, 35717, 36358, 
37867, 38330, 38531, 
39150, 41879 (1975). 

H.R. 9915 was introduced in the 
House by Rep. Hungate, and Reps. 

Wiggins and Hyde commented. Sen. 
Mansfield requested the bill’s 

consideration by the Senate, and 
Sens. McClellan and Hruska made 

remarks. 
1978 Public Law Bankruptcy Reform 

Act, Pub. L. No. 95-
598,  

§ 247, 92 Stat. 2672 
(1978) (codified as 

amended at 28 U.S.C. 
§ 2075 (2006)). 

Amended § 2075, substituting “in 
cases under title 11” for “under the 
Bankruptcy Act” and striking out 

provisions providing for all laws in 
conflict with the bankruptcy rules to 
be of no further force or effect after 

such rules have taken effect. 
 Bill (Enacting) H.R. 8200, 95th Cong. 

(1977). 
A bill to establish a uniform law on 
the subject of bankruptcies (Title 

11). 
 Bill S. 2266, 95th Cong. 

(1977). 
A bill to establish a uniform law on 
the subject of bankruptcies (Title 

11). 
 Report H. REP. No. 95-595 

(1977) (discussing 
H.R. 8200). 

The House Judiciary Committee 
reported favorably upon H.R. 8200, 

with amendment (regarding 
proposed provisions for Title 11), 



DOCUMENT TABLE 
(Legislative History, Rules Enabling Act, 28 U.S.C. §§ 2071-2077) 

Public Law= Enacted and Later Codified 

10 
 

and suggested that it pass as 
amended. 

 Report H. REP. No. 98-9 
(1983) (discussing 

H.R. 3). 

The House Judiciary Committee 
reported favorably upon H.R. 3 

(Bankruptcy Court Act of 1983), 
with amendment (regarding the 
establishment of the bankruptcy 

court system), and suggested that it 
pass as amended. 

 Report S. REP. No. 95-989 
(1778) (discussing S. 

2266). 

The Senate Judiciary Committee 
reported favorably upon S. 2266 and 

recommended that the bill, in the 
nature of a substitute, pass. 

 Report S. REP. No. 95-1106 
(1978) (discussing S. 

2266). 

The Senate Finance Committee 
reported favorably upon S. 2266, 
with amendments, and suggested 

that it pass as amended. 
 Report S. REP. No. 97-446 

(1982) (discussing S. 
2000). 

The Senate Judiciary Committee 
reported favorably upon S. 2000, 

which made substantive changes to 
the Bankruptcy Reform Act of 1978, 

and recommended that it pass as 
amended. 

 Congressional 
Record 

124 CONG. REC. 1783, 
1804, 2776, 28284, 

30960, 31614, 32340, 
32350, 32360, 32370, 
32380, 32390, 32400, 
32410, 32420, 32867, 
33989, 33996, 34006, 
34015, 34128, 34143, 
38777, 38780, 38783 

(1978). 

Rep. Edwards introduced H.R. 8200 
and the later amendments made by 

the Senate. Sen. DeConcini 
requested that H.R. 8200 be stricken 
and that S. 2266 be inserted instead, 

and Sen. Byrd requested that a 
message be sent to the House 

regarding H.R. 8200. 

 Hearing Bankruptcy Court 
Revision: Hearing on 
H.R. 8200 Before the 
Subcomm. on Civil 
and Constitutional 

Rights of the H. 
Comm. on the 

Judiciary, 95th Cong. 
(1977). 

Hearing regarding Bankruptcy Court 
Revision (H.R. 8200) before the 

Subcommittee on Civil and 
Constitutional Rights of the House 

Judiciary Committee. 

 Hearing Bankruptcy Reform 
Act of 1978: Hearing 
on S. 2266 Before the 

Subcomm. on Taxation 

Hearing regarding the Bankruptcy 
Reform Act (S. 2266) before the 

Subcommittee on Taxation and Debt 
Management Generally of the 
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and Debt Management 
Generally of the S. 
Comm. on Finance, 
95th Cong. (1978). 

Senate Committee on Finance. 

 Hearing Bankruptcy Reform 
Act of 1978: Hearing 
on H.R. 8200 and S. 

2666 Before the 
Subcomm. on 

Improvements in 
Judicial Machinery of 
the S. Comm. on the 

Judiciary, 95th Cong. 
(1977). 

Hearing regarding the Bankruptcy 
Reform Act of 1978 (S. 2266 & 

H.R. 8200) before the Subcommittee 
on Improvements in Judicial 

Machinery of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. 

 Hearing Changes in 
Bankruptcy Tax Law: 
Hearing on H.R. 9973 
Before the H. Comm. 
on Ways and Means, 
95th Cong. (1978) 

Hearing regarding Changes in 
Bankruptcy Tax Law (H.R. 9973) 
before the House Committee on 

Ways and Means. 

 Hearing Northern Pipeline 
Bankruptcy Decision: 

A Hearing on the 
Bankruptcy Reform of 

1978 Before the S. 
Comm. on the 

Judiciary, 97th Cong. 
(1982). 

Hearing regarding the Northern 
Pipeline Bankruptcy Decision and 

the Bankruptcy Reform Act of 1978 
before the Senate Judiciary 

Committee. 

 Other 
Document 

STAFF OF SUBCOMM. 
ON CIVIL & 

CONSTITUTIONAL 
RIGHTS OF THE H. 

COMM. ON THE 
JUDICIARY, 95TH 

CONG., HEARINGS ON 
THE COURT 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
STRUCTURE FOR 

BANKRUPTCY CASES, 
H.R. DOC. 21-199 

(Comm. Print 1977) 

Hearings regarding the Court 
Administrative Structure for 

Bankruptcy Cases (H.R. 8200) 
before the Subcommittee on Civil 
and Constitutional Rights of the 

House Judiciary Committee. 

 Other 
Document 

STAFF OF SUBCOMM. 
ON CIVIL & 

CONSTITUTIONAL 
RIGHTS OF THE H. 

COMM. ON THE 

Table of Derivation of H.R. 8200 
before the Subcommittee on Civil 
and Constitutional Rights of the 

House Judiciary Committee. 
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JUDICIARY, 95TH 
CONG., REPORT ON 

TABLE OF DERIVATION 
OF H.R. 8200, H.R. 

DOC. 91-240 (Comm. 
Print 1977). 

 Other 
Document 

PRESIDENT JIMMY 
CARTER, PRESIDENT’S 

MESSAGE TO 
CONGRESS 

TRANSMITTING 
PROPOSALS FOR THE 

REFORM OF THE 
FEDERAL CIVIL 

JUSTICE SYSTEM, H.R. 
DOC. No. 96-59 

(1979). 

Message from President Jimmy 
Carter on federal civil justice 
reform, designed to increase 

efficiency, cut the cost, and maintain 
the integrity of the federal courts. 

1982 Public Law Federal Courts 
Improvement Act, 

Pub. L. No. 97-164, 
§ 208(a), 96 Stat. 54 
(1982) (codified as 

amended at 28 U.S.C. 
§ 2077 (2006)). 

Added § 2077, requiring that each 
court of appeals publish its rules and 

procedures as well as appoint an 
advisory committee to make 

recommendations regarding the 
rules of procedure and practice. 

 Bill (Enacting) Court of Appeals for 
the Federal Circuit 

Act, H.R. 4482, 97th 
Cong. (1981). 

A bill requiring that each court of 
appeals publish its rules and 

procedures as well as appoint an 
advisory committee to make 

recommendations regarding the 
rules of procedure and practice. 

 Bill Federal Courts 
Improvement Act, S. 

1700, 97th Cong. 
(1981). 

A bill requiring that each court of 
appeals publish its rules and 

procedures as well as appoint an 
advisory committee to make 

recommendations regarding the 
rules of procedure and practice. 

 Report S. REP. No. 97-275 
(1981) (discussing S. 

1700). 

The Senate Judiciary Committee 
reported favorably upon S. 1700 

(Federal Courts Improvement Act), 
with amendments, and suggested 

that it pass as amended. 
 Report S. REP. No. 97-312 

(1981) (discussing 
H.R. 4482). 

The House Judiciary Committee 
reported favorably upon H.R. 4482 
(Court of Appeals for the Federal 

Circuit Act), with amendment, and 
suggested that it pass as amended. 
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 Congressional 
Record 

128 CONG. REC. 3562, 
4949, 5677, 6009, 

7643 (1982). 

Rep. Kastenmeier introduced H.R. 
4482 to the House. Sen. Stevens 
issued a message from the House 

regarding amendment of the bill by 
the Senate. 

 Other 
Document 

PRESIDENT JIMMY 
CARTER, PRESIDENT’S 

MESSAGE TO 
CONGRESS 

TRANSMITTING 
PROPOSALS FOR THE 

REFORM OF THE 
FEDERAL CIVIL 

JUSTICE SYSTEM, H.R. 
DOC. No. 96-59 

(1979). 

Message from President Jimmy 
Carter regarding reform of the 

federal civil justice system, designed 
to increase efficiency, cut the cost, 
and maintain the integrity of the 

federal courts. 

1988 Public Law Judicial Improvements 
and Access to Justice 
Act, Pub. L. No. 100-

702, 
§ 401(a)-(d), 

102 Stat. 4648 (1988) 
(codified as amended 
at 28 U.S.C. §§ 2071–

2077 (2006)). 

Amended §§ 2071, 2077; repealed 
prior “[§] 2072. Rules of civil 

procedure” and added “[§] 2072. 
Rules of procedure and evidence; 
power to prescribe”; added “[§] 
2073. Rules of procedure and 

evidence; method of prescribing”; 
added “[§] 2074. Rules of procedure 

and evidence; submission to 
Congress; effective date”; reenacted 

“[§] 2075. Bankruptcy rules” 
heading; repealed “[§] 2076. Rules 

of evidence.” This law codified 
some federal rulemaking procedures, 
limited local court rules, and opened 
the rulemaking process to the public. 

 Bill (Enacting) H.R. 4807, 100th 
Cong. (1988). 

A bill to amend title 28 of the United 
States Code, to make certain 

improvements with respect to the 
Federal judiciary, and for other 

purposes (Court Reform and Access 
to Justice Act of 1988). 

 Prior Bill Rules Enabling Act of 
1985, H.R. 3550, 99th 

Cong. (1985). 

A bill to amend title 28 of the United 
States Code, to make certain 

improvements with respect to the 
Federal judiciary, and for other 

purposes . 
 Prior Bill Rules Enabling Act of 

1985, H.R. 2633, 
100th Cong. (1985).  

A bill to amend title 28 of the United 
States Code, to make certain 

improvements with respect to the 
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Federal judiciary, and for other 
purposes. 

 Prior Bill Rules Enabling Act of 
1983, H.R. 4144, 98th 

Cong. (1983). 

A bill to amend title 28 of the United 
States Code, to make certain 

improvements with respect to the 
Federal judiciary, and for other 

purposes. 
 Prior Bill Rules Enabling Act of 

1984, H.R. 6344, 99th 
Cong. (1984). 

A bill to amend title 28 of the United 
States Code, to make certain 

improvements with respect to the 
Federal judiciary, and for other 

purposes. 
 Prior Bill Rules Enabling Act of 

1987, H.R. 1507, 
100th Cong. (1987). 

A bill to amend title 28 of the United 
States Code, to make certain 

improvements with respect to the 
Federal judiciary, and for other 

purposes. 
 Report H. REP. No. 100-889 

(1988) (discussing 
H.R. 4807). 

The House Judiciary Committee 
reported favorably upon H.R. 4807 

(Court Reform and Access to Justice 
Act), with amendment, and 

suggested that it pass as amended. 
 Report H. REP. No. 99-422 

(1985) (discussing 
H.R. 3550). 

The House Judiciary Committee 
reported favorably upon H.R. 3550 
(Rules Enabling Act of 1985), with 
amendment, and suggested that it 

pass as amended. 
 Congressional 

Record 
134 CONG. REC. 

14372, 22751–52, 
23573–83, 24537, 

24589, 31067, 31861–
64, 32681, 33326, 
33329, 31865–71, 

33332 (1988). 

Rep. Kastenmeier introduced H.R. 
4807 in the House. Reps. Lewis, 

Montgomery, and Moorhead made 
remarks. Sen. Byrd introduced H.R. 

4807 in the Senate and suggested 
that its amendments be inserted (S. 

1482). 
 Hearing Hearing on Oversight 

and H.R. 4144 Before 
the Subcomm. on 

Courts, Civil Liberties, 
and the Administration 

of Justice of the H. 
Comm. on the 

Judiciary, 98th Cong. 
(1984). 

Hearing regarding Oversight and 
H.R. 4144 before the Subcommittee 
on Courts, Civil Liberties, and the 

Administration of Justice of the 
House Judiciary Committee. 

 Hearing Rules Enabling Act of 
1985: Hearing on 

H.R. 2633 and H.R. 

Hearing regarding the Rules 
Enabling Act of 1985 (H.R. 2633 

and H.R. 3550) before the 
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3550 Before the 
Subcomm. on Courts, 

Civil Liberties, and the 
Administration of 
Justice of the H. 
Comm. on the 

Judiciary, 99th Cong. 
(1985). 

Subcommittee on Courts, Civil 
Liberties, and the Administration of 

Justice of the House Judiciary 
Committee. 

 Hearing  Court Reform and 
Access to Justice Act: 
Hearing on H.R. 3152 
Before the Subcomm. 

on Courts, Civil 
Liberties, and the 
Administration of 
Justice of the H. 
Comm. on the 

Judiciary, 100th Cong. 
(1988). 

Hearing regarding the Court Reform 
and Access to Justice Act (H.R. 

3152) before the Subcommittee on 
Courts, Civil Liberties, and the 
Administration of Justice of the 

House Judiciary Committee. 

1990 Public Law Judicial Improvements 
Act, Pub. L. No. 101-
650, §§ 315, 321, 406 
Stat. 5115, 5117, 5124 

(1990) (codified as 
amended at 28 U.S.C. 

§§ 2072, 2077 
(2006)). 

Amended § 2072, adding subsection 
(c), stating that the rules may 

establish when a ruling is final for 
purposes of appeal; amended § 
2077, authorizing an advisory 

committee appointed by a court of 
appeals to study the rules of the 
judicial council of the circuit. 

 Bill (Enacting) Federal Judgeship Act, 
H.R. 5316, 101st 

Cong. (1990). 

A bill to provide for the appointment 
of additional federal circuit and 

district judges, and for other 
purposes. 

 Bill Judicial Improvements 
Act, S. 2648, 101st 

Cong. (1990). 

A bill to amend title 28 of the United 
States Code, to provide for civil 

justice expense and delay reduction 
plans, authorize additional judicial 
positions for the courts of appeals 
and district courts of the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

 Report H. REP. No. 101-512 
(1990) (discussing 

H.R. 1620). 

The House Judiciary Committee 
reviewed H.R. 1620 (Judicial 

Discipline and Removal Act of 
1990) favorably, with amendment, 

and suggest that it pass as amended. 
 Report H. REP. No. 101-734 

(1990) (discussing 
H.R. 5381). 

The House Judiciary Committee 
reviewed H.R. 5381(Federal Courts 
Study Committee Implementation 
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Act of 1990) favorably, with 
amendment, and suggested that it 

pass as amended. 
 Report S. REP. No. 101-416 

(1990) (discussing S. 
2648). 

The Senate Judiciary Committee 
reviewed S. 2648 (Judicial 

Improvements Act) favorably, with 
an amendment in the nature of a 

substitute, and suggested that it pass 
as amended. 

 Congressional 
Record 

136 CONG. REC. 
18379, 22530–31, 

25275–76, 26282–86, 
26307–08, 27005, 
36293, 36931–51 

(1990). 

Rep. Brooks introduced H.R. 5316 
in the House. Reps. Moorhead, 

Bilbray, Fish, Johnson, Livingston, 
and Kastenmeier made remarks. 

Sen. Biden introduced 5316 in the 
Senate and suggested that it be 

amended by S. 2648. 
 Hearing Federal Judgeship Act 

of 1990: Hearing on 
H.R. 5316 Before the 

Subcomm. on 
Economic and 

Commercial Law of 
the H. Comm. on the 

Judiciary, 101st Cong. 
(1990). 

Hearing regarding the Federal 
Judgeship Act of 1990 (H.R. 5316) 

before the Subcommittee on 
Economic and Commercial Law of 

the House Judiciary Committee. 

 Hearing The Civil Justice 
Reform Act of 1990 

and the Judicial 
Improvements Act of 
1990: Hearing on S.  

2027 and S. 2648 
Before the S. Comm. 

on the Judiciary, 101st 
Cong. (1990). 

Hearing regarding the Judicial 
Improvements Act of 1990 (S. 2648) 

before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. 

1994 Public Law Bankruptcy Reform 
Act, Pub. L. No. 103-

394, 
§ 104(e)–(f), 

108 Stat. 4110 (1994) 
(codified as amended 

at §§ 2073, 2075 
(2006)). 

Amended § 2073, striking “§ 
2072”and inserting “§§ 2073 and 

2075” (so that the bankruptcy 
rulemaking procedures conform to 

those of the other rules); amended § 
2075, prescribing the time at which 

a proposed bankruptcy rule is 
transmitted to Congress and the time 

when it becomes effective. 
 Bill Bankruptcy Reform 

Act, H.R. 5116, 103d 
Cong. (1994). 

A bill to amend title 11 of the United 
States Code. 
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 Report H. REP. No. 103-835 
(1994) (discussing 

H.R. 5115). 

The House Judiciary Committee 
reviewed H.R. 5115 favorably, with 
amendment, and suggested it pass as 

amended. 
 Report H. REP. No. 102-996 

(1992) (discussing 
H.R. 6020). 

The House Judiciary Committee, 
considering bill H.R. 6020 

(Bankruptcy Amendments of 1992), 
reported favorably upon it, with an 

amendment, and suggested it pass as 
amended. 

 Report S. REP. No. 103-168 
(1993) (discussing S. 

540). 

The Senate Judiciary Committee 
reported favorably on S. 540 

(Omnibus Bankruptcy Reform 
Legislation), suggested amendments, 

and recommended it pass as 
amended. 

 Report S. REP. No. 102-342 
(1992) (discussing S. 

1569). 

The Senate Judiciary Committee 
reported favorably on S. 1569 

(Federal Court Study Committee 
Implementation Act), with an 
amendment in the nature of a 

substitute, and recommended it pass 
as amended.  

 Congressional 
Record 

140 CONG. REC. 
26610, 27678–79, 
27690–91, 27698–

27770, 27800, 28047, 
28355–59, 28371, 
29588, 29718–20, 

30077 (1994). 

Rep. Brooks introduced H.R. 5116 
in the House. Reps. Synar, Fish, 
Berman, Slaughter, and Schumer 

made remarks. Sen. Ford introduced 
H.R. 5116 in the Senate, and Sens. 

Grassley, Heflin, Simpson, 
Johnston, and Brown made remarks. 

2005 (Apr.) Public Law Bankruptcy Abuse 
Prevention and 

Consumer Protection 
Act, Pub. L. No. 109-
8, § 1232, 119 Stat. 
202 (2005) (codified 

as amended at 28 
U.S.C. § 2075 (2006)). 

Amended § 2075 to require 
bankruptcy rules and forms to 

implement 11 U.S.C. § 707(b)(2)(C) 
(prescribing a form for the statement 

required under this section and 
providing general rules on the 

content of such statement). 

 Bill Bankruptcy Abuse 
Prevention and 

Consumer Protection 
Act, S. 256, 109th 

Cong. (2005). 

A bill to amend title 11 of the United 
States Code, and for other purposes. 
The amendment to § 2075 required 

bankruptcy rules and forms to 
implement 11 U.S.C. § 

707(b)(2)(C). 
 Resolution H.R. Res. 211, 109th Rep. Gingrey of the House 
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Cong. (2005). Committee on Rules proposed that 
the House consider S. 256. 

 Report H. REP. No. 109-31 
(2005) (discussing S. 

256). 

The Judiciary Committee reported 
favorably on S. 256 and suggested it 

pass without amendment. 
 Report H. REP. No. 109-43 

(2005) (discussing H. 
Res. 211). 

The Committee on Rules suggested 
that the House adopt H. Res. 211, 

which provides for the consideration 
of S. 256. 

 Congressional 
Record 

151 CONG. REC. 
S1050 (daily ed. Feb. 
7, 2005); 151 CONG. 
REC. 1514 (daily ed. 

Feb. 16, 2005); S1686 
(daily ed. Feb. 17, 
2005); 151 CONG. 
REC. 2899–2964, 

2993–95, 2998–3012, 
3144–81, 3404–07, 
3411–22, 3496–98, 

3513–22, 3558, 3653–
54, 3846–53, 6224, 

6381–99 (2005). 

Sen. Frist presented S. 256 in the 
Senate for consideration. Sens. 
Specter, Gregg, Hatch, Reid, 

Durbin, Sessions, Feingold, Shelby, 
Kennedy, Cornyn, Obama, Corzine, 
Feinstein, Dorgan, Nelson, Clinton, 

Rockefeller, Johnson, Schumer, 
Dayton, Byrd, Baucus, Dodd, and 
Kohl made remarks. Rep. Gingrey 
introduced H. Res. 211, providing 

for the consideration of S. 256 in the 
House. Reps. Hastings, Stark, 

Sensenbrenner, Slaughter, Delahunt, 
Dreier, Jackson-Lee, Waters, 

Maloney, Emanuel, Owens, and 
Schiff made remarks. 

 Hearing Bankruptcy Reform: A 
Hearing on S. 256 

Before the S. Comm. 
on the Judiciary, 

109th Cong. (2005). 

Hearing regarding Bankruptcy 
Reform (S. 256) before the Senate 

Judiciary Committee.  

 


