Agenda

New Jersey v. T.L.O.

Applied to Seizure of Illegal E-Cigarettes During a Backpack Search at School


(20 minutes)

Participants Go Through Security and Settle in the Courtroom  



Roles:  
· The facilitator manages the program and facilitates jury deliberations.
· The judge presides over the hearing and asks questions of the student attorneys after each presents arguments.
· Two attorney coaches prepare the volunteer student attorneys in two nearby rooms.
· Two attorney volunteers/law clerks help the student jurors prepare for the jury deliberations in the courtroom.
· All participants, except student attorneys, are jurors seated in the gallery.
(10 minutes)

Facilitator Explains Program



Attorney coaches/law clerks introduce themselves: Why I Chose the Law
(10 minutes)   

Attorney Volunteers or Law Clerks Present 



1.  Introduction to New Jersey v. T.L.O.



2.  Fictional teen scenario.
(30 minutes)

Attorney Coaches Prepare Student Attorneys



Four students are attorneys – two on each side. Typically, they are selected by the teacher(s) at the event (not in advance). Ask the teachers to keep in mind gender and racial balance when choosing participants. Once selected, the student attorneys work with their respective attorney coaches in two nearby rooms, using the program handouts.



Attorney Volunteers or Law Clerks Prepare Student Jurors




All other participants are jurors. They stay in the courtroom where they first fill out the Juror Questionnaire. Then, working in two groups – one attorney for each group – they discuss and fill out the blank Arguments Worksheet. The adult attorneys guide them through the activity, using the Worksheet Answer Key. 
The Purpose:  Preparing Jurors to Listen, Analyze, and Deliberate



During the jury deliberations in the courtroom, student jurors stand up and present their arguments. They need to understand that their role is the most important in the program. They need to be ready to stand and present their positions in a civil and persuasive way. The goal: To have as many students, as possible, participate in the small group discussions and the jury deliberations.
(60 minutes)

Judge Takes the Bench, Opens the Hearing



Two student attorneys (Attorneys #1 and #2) on each side of the issues argue the fictional case. After each attorney presents, the judge asks spontaneous questions of that attorney. To keep the students in the gallery involved, the judge also may ask them a question after each student attorney speaks.
(30 minutes)

Jury Deliberations 



The facilitator asks the student jurors to form two groups and sit in the gallery behind the party they initially favor – the Government or Sandy Simmons. Guided by the facilitator, student jurors make their arguments, directing their comments only to the jurors on the other side of the issues, seated on the other side of the gallery. As their opinions change, student jurors move to the side of the gallery behind the party they support.  The facilitator proactively invites them to move several times during the deliberations. When the deliberations wind down, the facilitator returns the program to the judge. 



Jury Verdict
The judge asks the jury for a show-of-hands vote to determine the verdict.  The judge may ask several participants to explain their decision.  
(20 minutes) 

Q&A with the Judge 



The judge opens the floor to questions from participants. At this time, the students also fill out the feedback forms. (The forms are their ticket out of the courtroom and must be collected from each student.)   
· Q&A is followed by photos taken with the judge.
· Students then have the opportunity to talk informally with the judge, law clerks, and attorney coaches. 



Adjournment
