
Jury Preparation Exercise 

Arguments Worksheet – Answer Key for Program Facilitator
New Jersey v. T.L.O. Applied to a Backpack Search at School
Directions: Put a B (Brittany) next to arguments for Brittany Porter and a G (Government) for arguments for the Government. 
1.
Students do not shed their constitutional rights at the schoolhouse gate.  B
2.
Due to the extensive supervision of students in school, students do not have a reasonable 
expectation of privacy in the personal property that they bring to school.  G
3.
Students do not waive their expectation of privacy simply by bringing personal property to 

school. 
4.
Students may have legitimate reasons for bringing something to school. Some of these items may 
contain personal information that students do not want shared. B 
5.
In a school environment, the legality of searching students should depend -- in all circumstances – 
on the reasonableness of the search.  G
6.
Students’ legitimate expectations of privacy must be balanced against the school’s equally 
legitimate need to maintain an environment in which learning can take place.  G
7.
School authorities must have probable cause to believe that a student is violating the law or 
school rules before conducting a search of the student and/or the student’s property. B 
8.
Based on the unique nature of the educational environment, teachers do not need a warrant or 
probable cause before searching a student under their authority.  G
9.
If school officials conduct an unlawful search, any evidence they obtain in that search should not 
be admissible in court.  B 

