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1. What avenues did Virginia Minor use to fight for women’s right to vote?

2. What can student activists learn from Virginia Minor’s struggle for women’s right to vote?

3. What avenues did Mary Beth Tinker use to fight for the right to protest the Vietnam War at school?

4. What can students, who are not activists, learn from Mary Beth Tinker’s struggle for free speech?

5. Both Virginia Minor and Mary Beth Tinker worked within the legal system to make social change.  Compare the steps on their respective paths through the courts and the outcome of each case at the Supreme Court of the United States.

6. Do all cases automatically go to the Supreme Court?  How does someone get her case heard by the highest court in the land?

7. Even though Virginia Minor lost at the trial court level, the appellate court level, and the Supreme Court of the United States, how did her case spur the social change she sought?

8. Mary Beth Tinker lost at the trial court level, and the appellate level.  Why do you think she tried again and asked the Supreme Court to review her case?

9. What do you think Virginia Minor would say to 16-year-olds who want to vote today?

10. What did you learn from Virginia Minor’s story that could be applied to getting the right to vote for 16-year-olds?

11. What would you like to say to Virginia Minor?

12. What does Mary Beth Tinker say when she speaks to students today?

13. What did you learn from Mary Beth Tinker’s story that could be applied to an issue that is important to you?

14. What would you like to say to Mary Beth Tinker?






Pathways to the Supreme Court of the United States
The stories of Virginia Minor and Mary Beth Tinker illustrate how cases come to the Supreme Court from the federal court system and the state court system in real life.  The first chart that follows gives details on the step-by-step process of how cases proceed through each system.  The second chart that follows identifies the differences between state and federal courts. 

 

Virginia Minor’s Case
Minor v. Happersett (1875)
State Court System

3.  Supreme Court of the United States – Lost 
     Washington, D.C. 

2.  Missouri Supreme Court -- Lost 
     State Court System
     St. Louis, Missouri

1. Missouri Trial Court – Lost 
State Court System
St. Louis, Missouri















Mary Beth Tinker’s Case 
Tinker v. Des Moines (1969)
Federal Court System 

3.   Supreme Court of the United States – Won 
 Washington, D.C. 

2. U.S. Court of Appeals – Lost
Federal Court System 
8th Circuit Court of Appeals
St. Louis, Missouri

1. U.S. District Court – Lost 
Federal Court System
Southern District of Iowa
Des Moines, Iowa 
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Federal Court System

13

Number of Federal
Courts of Appeals.

The final deciders in all but
~ 100 appeals taken by
the U.S. Supreme Court

annually. —

When parties think the trial court made
an error in their case, they, usually, can
aska U.S. Court of Appeals to examine the
proceedings, the law(s) used, and the
decision.

Typically, three judges on the bench
review the trial record to see if there was
unfairness in the process and/or errors in
what law was selected and how it was
applied.

Atan appeal, there is:

No jury.

No witnesses.

No new evidence.

94

A judge presides over a trial to make sure the
process is fair. The judge decides what law(s)
to apply. When there is no jury, the judge

listens to the witnesses, weighs the evidence,
applies the law, and makes the final decision.

Number of
Federal TrialCourts

In ajury trial, the judge does not make the
final decision. Jurors analyze the evidence --
the testimony and the exhibits. They decide
the facts based on what evidence is credible
and relevant. The judge decides what law(s)
to apply. The jury makes the final decision.
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Cases Heard in Federal and State Courts
. . .

State Court System

Number of State
Courts of Last Resort
e

State Courts of last resort have different
titles in different states. In some states
they are called the State Supreme Court.
However, all review cases appealed from
intermediate courts of appeals and trial
courts.
Some of their decisions can be appealed
to the Supreme Court of the United
States.
. Number of Intermediate
Courts of Appeals

e

Many states have an intermediate court
that handles most of the appeals from
the trial courts. These courts usually
work in three-judge panels. Decisions
can be appealed to the highest court in
the state -- the court of last resort.

~16,000 s

—

State trial courts handle the vast
majority of legal cases in the nation.
They hear criminal, civil, domestic
relations, juvenile, and traffic matters.
Problem-solving courts deal with
issues such as drugs and mental health.

Start-Here

Find classroom-ready and courtroom-ready resources in the educational resources section of <uscourts.gov>

For more information, contact Rebecca Fanning, national educational outreach manager for the federal courts, at
rebecca_ fanning@ao.uscourts.gov
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Federal and State
Courts

This is a teaching tool that simplifies key points for students. Find more
information in the educational resources section of <uscourts.gov>

Federal Courts TF State Courts

Created hy

U.S. Constitution State Constitution

Structure
U.S Supreme Court
13 Circuit Courts of 52 Courts of Last Resort
Appeals -
~46 Intermediate
A Courts of Appeals
94 District Trial Courts =
~16,000 Trial Courts
Judge Selection
President Nominates Governor Appoints

= =/ legislature Confirms

Senate Confirms Voters Flect

Term of Service

Typically Different Tenure
Lifetime Appointment Lengths

Types of Cases
115 Constithion State Constitution
L
Cross State/Country
Lines In the Sa.me State
» o
Federal Crimes State Erlmes
L) o
Bankruptcy Family Law

For more information, contact the national educational outreach manager for the federal courts Rebecca Fanning at
rebecca_fanning@ao.uscourts.gov.
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