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JUDICIAL CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED STATES

RESOLUTION

The brutal murders of the husband and mother of United States Judge Joan Humphrey Lefkow of

the Northern District of Illinois on February 28, 2005, are an attack against the rule of law in the United

States.  This tragedy suffered by a member of our judicial family, as well as the horrific events that

occurred on March 11, 2005, in the courthouse in Fulton County, Georgia, strike at the core of our

system of government.  A fair and impartial judiciary is the backbone of a democracy.  These tragic

events cannot and will not undermine the judiciary’s essential role in our society.

We, the members of the Judicial Conference, call upon leaders of the United States Department

of Justice and of the United States Marshals Service (whose primary responsibility is the security of

members of the federal judiciary and their families) to review fully and expeditiously all aspects of

judicial security and, in particular, security at judges’ homes and other locations away from the court-

house.  We also call upon both the legislative and executive branches to provide adequate funding for

this essential function.

Accordingly, the Judicial Conference of the United States declares that (1) the crisis in off-site

judicial security evidenced in part by the recent deaths of Judge Lefkow’s husband and mother is of the

gravest concern to the federal judiciary, and (2) addressing this matter is of the highest urgency to the

Conference and will be the top priority in the judiciary’s discussions with the Attorney General of the

United States and other Justice Department representatives, including the Director of the United States

Marshals Service.




