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ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON EVIDENCE RULES

AGENDA FOR COMMITTEE MEETING
Santa Fe, New Mexico

October 23-24, 2008

I. Opening Business

Opening business includes approval of the minutes of the Spring 2008 meeting; areport on
the June 2008 meeting of the Standing Committee; and enactment of Rule 502.

II. Restyling Evidence Rules 501-706

The Style Subcommittee of the Standing Committee has reviewed and approved a draft of
restyled Rules 501-706. At this meeting, the Evidence Rules Committee will review and finalize the
draft so that it can be referred to the Standing Committee with the recommendation that it be released
for public comment at a later date.

The agenda book contains the following pertinent materials:

1. A memorandum from the Reporter setting forth background information; restyled Rules
501-706, blacklined from the existing rules to show changes proposed to date; commentary
on the changes by the Reporter, Committee Members, and Professor Kimble, the style
consultant; a template for a Committee Note; and a discussion of the advisability of including
a new rule for certain definitions.

2. A side-by-side version of Rules 501-706, with the left side being the existing rules and the
right side a clean copy of the rules incorporating the changes proposed to date. The side-by-
side version also contains a few footnotes on issues and questions raised by the Style
Subcommittee.

III1. Restyling Evidence Rules 101-415

These rules have already been approved for release for public comment. But there are a few
outstanding issues for Committee consideration. Two of these issues are raised by the restyling of
Rules 501-706 and the possible need for uniformity. Other issues have been raised by the Style
Subcommittee of the Standing Committee. Moreover, if upon review of these rules Committee



members have new concerns or see new problems, they can be discussed at this Committee meeting.
The agenda book contains a short introductory memo from the Reporter and a side-by-side
of Rules 101-415 with footnotes.

IV. Possible Amendment to Evidence Rule 804(b)(3)

At its last meeting, the Committee approved an amendment to Rule 804(b)(3) that would
require the government to prove corroborating circumstances clearly indicating trustworthiness
before a declaration against penal interest can be admitted against the accused. The Standing
Committee approved the proposed amendment for release for public comment.

The agenda book contains a short memo on the status of the proposed amendment. No action

is required on the proposed amendment at this meeting.

V. Rule 502

Rule 502 was signed into law by the President on September 19, 2008. The agenda book
contains a memo setting forth the rule and some supporting materials, including statements made
on the floor of the House of Representatives. This is for the information of Committee members. No
action is required.

V1. Update on Case Law Development After Crawford v. Washington.
The agenda book contains a memorandum from the Reporter setting forth the federal circuit

case law applying the Supreme Court’s decisions in Crawford and Davis, and discussing the
implications of that case law on any future amendments of hearsay exceptions.

VII. Next Meeting
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All the following matters requiring the expenditure of funds were approved by the
Judicial Conference subject to the availability of funds and to whatever priorities the
Conference might establish for the use of available resources.
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At its September 16, 2008 session, the Judicial Conference of the United States —
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Approved a resolution in recognition of the substantial contributions made by the
Judicial Conference committee chairs whose terms of service end in 2008.

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET

Approved the Budget Committee’s budget request for fiscal year 2010, subject to
amendments necessary as a result of (a) new legislation, (b) actions of the Judicial
Conference, or (¢) any other reason the Executive Committee considers necessary and
appropriate.

Agreed to establish a Capital Investment Fund pilot program for a four-year period
beginning in fiscal year 2009, subject to congressional approval, which would allow
participating court units to —

a. Voluntarily return funds for deposit into the fund up to a maximum at any given
time of $50,000;
b. Utilize funds deposited into the Capital Investment Fund in subsequent fiscal

years, once the Executive Committee has approved the national Salaries and
Expenses financial plan and final allotments have been transmitted to the
courts; and



COMMITTEE ON RULES OF PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE

Agreed to seek legislation adjusting the time periods in 29 statutory provisions
affecting court proceedings to account for the proposed changes in the time-
computation rules.

Approved proposed amendments to Appellate Rules 4(a)(4), 22, and 26(c), and new
Rule 12.1 and agreed to transmit them to the Supreme Court for its consideration with
a recommendation that they be adopted by the Court and transmitted to Congress in
accordance with the law.

Approved proposed amendments to Appellate Rules 4, 5, 6, 10, 12, 15, 19, 25, 26, 27,
28.1, 30, 31, 39, and 41 as part of the project to improve the time-computation rules
and agreed to transmit them to the Supreme Court for its consideration with a
recommendation that they be adopted by the Court and transmitted to Congress in
accordance with the law.

Approved proposed amendments to Bankruptcy Rules 2016, 4008, 7052, 9006, 9015,
9021, 9023, and new Rule 7058 and agreed to transmit them to the Supreme Court for
its consideration with a recommendation that they be adopted by the Court and
transmitted to Congress in accordance with the law.

Approved revisions to Bankruptcy Official Forms 8, 9F, 10, 23, and Exhibit D to
Form 1 to take effect on December 1, 2008.

Approved new Bankruptcy Official Form 27 to take effect on December 1, 2009.

Approved proposed amendments to Bankruptcy Rules 1007, 1011, 1019, 1020, 2002,
2003, 2006, 2007, 2007.2, 2008, 2015, 2015.1, 2015.2, 2015.3, 2016, 3001, 3015,
3017, 3019, 3020, 4001, 4002, 4004, 6003, 6004, 6006, 6007, 7004, 7012, 8001, 8002,
8003, 8006, 8009, 8015, 8017, 9006, 9027, and 9033 as part of the project to improve
the time-computation rules and agreed to transmit them to the Supreme Court for its
consideration with a recommendation that they be adopted by the Court and
transmitted to Congress in accordance with the law.

Approved proposed amendments to Civil Rules 13(f), 15(a), 48(c), and 81(d), and new
Rule 62.1 and agreed to transmit them to the Supreme Court for its consideration with
a recommendation that they be adopted by the Court and transmitted to Congress in
accordance with the law.
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Approved proposed amendments to Civil Rules 6, 12, 14, 15, 23, 27, 32, 38, 50, 52,
53, 54, 55, 56, 59, 62, 65, 68, 71.1, 72, 81, Supplemental Rules B, C, and G, and
Illustrative Forms 3, 4, and 60 as part of the project to improve the time-computation
rules and agreed to transmit them to the Supreme Court for its consideration with a
recommendation that they be adopted by the Court and transmitted to Congress in
accordance with the law.

Approved proposed amendments to Criminal Rules 7, 32, 32.2, 41, and Rule 11 of the
Rules Governing Proceedings under 28 U.S.C. §§ 2254 and 2255 and agreed to
transmit them to the Supreme Court for its consideration with a recommendation that
they be adopted by the Court and transmitted to Congress in accordance with the law.

Approved proposed amendments to Criminal Rules 5.1, 7, 12.1, 12.3, 29, 33, 34, 35,
41, 45, 47, 58, 59, and Rule 8 of the Rules Governing Proceedings under 28 U.S.C.
§§ 2254 and 2255 as part of the project to improve the time-computation rules and
agreed to transmit them to the Supreme Court for its consideration with a
recommendation that they be adopted by the Court and transmitted to Congress in
accordance with the law.

Preliminary Report, Sept. 2008 - Page 8
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The mid-year meeting of the Judicial Conference Committee on Rules of Practice
and Procedure was held in Washington, DC, on Monday and Tuesday, June 9 and 10,
2008. All the members were present:

Judge Lee H. Rosenthal, Chair
David J. Beck, Esquire
Douglas R. Cox, Esquire
Chief Justice Ronald N. George
Judge Harris L Hartz

Judge Marilyn L. Huff

John G. Kester, Esquire
William J. Maledon, Esquire
Professor Daniel J. Meltzer
Judge Reena Raggi

Judge James A. Teilborg
Judge Diane P. Wood
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Deputy Attorney General Mark R. Filip attended part of the meeting as the
representative of the Department of Justice. [n addition, the Department was represented
throughout the meeting by Ronald J. Tenpas, Assistant Attorney General for the
Environment and Natural Resources Division.

Also participating in the meeting were committee consultants Joseph F. Spaniol,
Jr. and Professor Geoffrey C. Hazard, Jr.

Providing support to the committee were:

Professor Daniel R. Coquillette The committee’s reporter

Peter G. McCabe The committee’s secretary

John K. Rabiej Chief, Rules Committee Support Office
James N. Ishida Senior attorney, Administrative Office
Jeffrey N. Barr Senior attorney, Administrative Office

Joe Cecil Research Division, Federal Judicial Center
Tim Reagan Research Division, Federal Judicial Center
Andrea Kuperman Judge Rosenthal’s rules law clerk

Representing the advisory committees were:

Advisory Committee on Appellate Rules —
Judge Carl E. Stewart, Chair
Professor Catherine T. Struve, Reporter
Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules —
Judge Laura Taylor Swain, Chair
Professor Jeffrey W. Morris, Reporter
Professor S. Elizabeth Gibson, Assistant Reporter
Advisory Committee on Civil Rules —
Judge Mark R. Kravitz, Chair
Professor Edward H. Cooper, Reporter
Advisory Committee on Criminal Rules —
Judge Richard C. Tallman, Chair
Professor Sara Sun Beale, Reporter
Advisory Committee on Evidence Rules —
Judge Robert L. Hinkle, Chair
Professor Daniel J. Capra, Reporter
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

Judge Rosenthal reported that Professor Morris was completing his service as
reporter to the Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules, noting that he would be
honored formally at the January 2009 committee meeting. She pointed out that Professor
Morris had made extraordinary contributions to the rules process during the hectic
periods preceding and following enactment of the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and
Consumer Protection Act of 2005. The far-reaching legislation, she noted, had required
him to devote an enormous amount of time and effort to researching, analyzing, and
drafting a great many new rules and forms. She said that Professor Morris truly had
accomplished the work of several people, and the committee would greatly miss him.

Judge Rosenthal presented a resolution signed by the Chief Justice to Judge
Kravitz recognizing his service as a member of the committee from 2001 to 2007. She
noted that he had been at the center of several important projects during that time, had
coordinated development of the time-computation amendments now before the
committee for final approval, and had served as the committee’s liaison to the Advisory
Committee on Criminal Rules. And she was delighted that Chief Justice Roberts had
appointed him as the new chair of the civil rules committee.

Judge Kravitz, in turn, presented Judge Rosenthal with a resolution from the
Chief Justice recognizing her service as chair of the civil advisory committee from 2003
to 2007. During her tenure, she had shepherded many landmark rules changes dealing
with such important matters as class actions, electronic discovery, and restyling of the
civil rules.

Judge Rosenthal asked the committee to recognize the many contributions of the
late Judge Sam Pointer, who had served as chair of the Advisory Committee on Civil
Rules from 1990 to 1993. Among other things, he had coordinated the major package of
amendments to the civil rules needed to implement the Civil Justice Reform Act of 1990.
She noted that Judge Pointer had also led the committee’s initial efforts to restyle the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. He consistently had set high standards in everything
he did and had been a very influential leader of the federal judiciary.

Judge Rosenthal noted that Chief Judge Anthony Scirica, former chair of the
standing committee, had just been elevated by the Chief Justice to the position of chair of
the Executive Committee of the Judicial Conference. She said that the appointment
would serve the rules process and the entire federal judiciary very well.

Judge Rosenthal reported that the March 2008 session of the Judicial Conference
had been uneventful for the rules process, as no rules matters had been placed on the
discussion calender. She noted that she and Professor Coquillette had had very
productive meetings with both Chief Justice Roberts and Administrative Office Director
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James Duff. Both are very appreciative of the work of the rules committees. The Chief
Justice, she said, was supportive of the effort to restyle the evidence rules and was keenly
aware of the need for the rules committees to address problems regarding cost and delay
in civil cases, victims’ rights in criminal cases, and privacy and security concerns in court
records.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The committee without objection by voice vote approved the minutes of the
last meeting, held on January 14-15, 2008.

REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

Mr. Rabiej reported briefly on two pieces of legislation affecting the rules
process, both of which have been opposed consistently by the Judicial Conference. First,
legislation had been introduced in the last several congresses, at the behest of the bail
bond industry, to limit the authority of a judge to revoke a bond for any condition other
than failure of the defendant to appear in court as directed. The legislation had not
moved in the past, but had now passed the House of Representatives and been introduced
in the Senate.

Second, protective-order legislation had been reintroduced by Senator Kohl. It
would require a judge, before issuing a protective order under FED. R. C1v. P. 26(c), to
make findings of fact that the discovery sought: (1) is not relevant to protect public health
or safety; or (2) if relevant, the public interest in disclosing potential health or safety
hazards is outweighed by a substantial interest in keeping the information confidential,
and the protective order is narrowly drawn to protect only the privacy interest asserted.
Mr. Rabiej noted that the Senate Judiciary Committee had reported out the bill, but it had
not been taken up by the full Senate. It has also been introduced in the House.

REPORT OF THE FEDERAL JUDICIAL CENTER

Mr. Cecil presented a detailed written report on the various activities of the
Federal Judicial Center (Agenda Item 4). He also reported on the Center’s extensive
research on local summary judgment practices in the district courts as part of the
committee’s discussion of the proposed revision of FED. R. C1v. P. 56 (summary
judgment).

REPORT OF THE TIME-COMPUTATION SUBCOMMITTEE
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Amendments for Final Approval by the Judicial Conference

Judge Rosenthal and Judge Huft, chair of the time-computation subcommittee,
explained that the committee was being asked to approve:

(1) a uniform method for computing time throughout the federal rules and
statutes, as prescribed in the proposed revisions to FED. R. App. P. 26(a),
FED. R. BANK. P. 9006(a), FED. R. C1v. P. 6(a), and FED. R. CRIM. P. 45(a);

(2)  conforming amendments to the time provisions set forth in 95 individual
rules identified by the respective advisory committees; and

(3) a proposed legislative package to amend 29 key statutes that prescribe
time periods.

Judge Rosenthal explained that the time-computation project had proven to be
more complicated than anticipated, and the subcommittee and advisory committees had
worked very well together in resolving a number of difficult problems. In the end, she
said, the package that the committees had produced is very practical and elegant.

Judge Huff stated that the purpose of the amendments is to simplify and make
uniform throughout all rules and statutes the method of calculating deadlines and other
time periods. She noted that the public comments had been generally positive and had
helped the committees to refine the final product. She noted that the subcommittee and
the advisory committees had identified the 29 most relevant and significant statutory
deadlines that should be adjusted to conform to the proposed new rules. She pointed out,
too, that local rules of court will also have to be amended to conform to the new national
rules. The rules committees will work with the courts to accomplish this objective.

Professor Struve reported that there had not been a great deal of public reaction to
the published amendments. The comments, she said, had been mixed but mostly positive
and very useful. She noted that a few changes had been made following the comment
period. For example, the definition of the term “state” had been deleted from proposed
FED. R. Aprp. P. 26(a) and FED. R. CIv. P. 6(a) because it would be added elsewhere.

She reported that the principal issues discussed by the subcommittee following
the public comment period concemed the interaction between the backward time-
counting provision in the proposed rules and the definition of a “legal holiday,” which
includes all official state holidays. For example, in counting backwards to ascertain a
filing deadline, the proposed rule specifies that when the last day falls on a weekend or
holiday, one must continue to count backwards to the day before that weekend or
holiday. The problem, as the public comments pointed out, is that the definition of a
“legal holiday” may cause a trap for the unwary because some state holidays are obscure
and not generally observed either by courts or law firms. A filer unaware of an obscure
state holiday, for example, might file a paper on the holiday itself only to learn at that
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time that the filing is untimely.

Professor Struve explained that the subcommittee had considered potential fixes
for the problem. One would be to provide that a state holiday is a “legal holiday” for
forward-counting purposes, but not for backward-counting purposes. She said, though,
that the subcommittee had rejected the fix because a majority of members believed that it
would make the rule too complex. On the other hand, the Advisory Committee on
Bankruptcy Rules has complained that the rule will cause serious problems in bankruptcy
practice and that state holidays must be excluded from the backwards-counting provision
— either across-the-board for all the rules, or at least in the bankruptcy rules.

Professor Struve emphasized that the advisory committees were recommending
changes in the specific deadlines contained in many individual rules to make the net
result of time-computation changes essentially neutral as to the actual amount of time
allotted for parties to take particular actions.

Professor Struve noted, for example, that the 10-day appeal deadline in FED. R.
BANKR. P. 8002 would be revised to 14 days. In addition, she said, the civil and
appellate advisory committees had worked together to address post-judgment tolling
motions filed under FED. R. C1v. P. 50, 52, or 59. They decided to lengthen the deadline
for filing such motions from 10 days to 28 days.

C1viL RULES TIME COMPUTATION

Judge Kravitz stated that, as published, the Advisory Committee on Civil Rules
had recommended extending the deadline to file a post-judgment motion under FED. R.
C1v. P. 50 (judgment as a matter of law), 52 (amended or additional findings), or 59 (new
trial) from 10 days to 30 days. But the Advisory Committee on Appellate Rules pointed
out that extending the deadline to 30 days could cause problems because FED. R. App. P.
4 (appeal as of right — when taken) imposes the same 30-day deadline to file an appeal in
a civil case not involving the federal government. Accordingly, as the deadline to file a
notice of appeal looms, an appellant may not know until the last minute whether a post-
judgment tolling motion will be filed.

As a result, he said, the civil rules advisory committee considered scaling back
the proposed deadline for filing a post-trial motion from 30 days to 21 days or 28 days.
The committee concluded that 21 days was simply not a sufficient increase from 10 days,
and that a substantial increase is in fact needed to help the bar. Therefore, the committee
decided upon 28 days, even though that might seem like an odd time period. Yet it
would give the appellant at least two days before a notice of appeal must be filed to learn
whether any other party has filed a post-judgment motion tolling the time to file a notice
of appeal. The appellate rules committee found this change acceptable.
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Judge Kravitz reported that the Advisory Committee on Civil Rules had found
only one statute that needs to be amended to conform with the proposed rule changes.

CRIMINAL RULES TIME COMPUTATION

Judge Tallman reported that the Advisory Committee on Criminal Rules was
recommending several changes in individual rules to extend deadlines from 10 days to
14, a change that is essentially merits-neutral. He noted that Congress had deliberately
established very tight deadlines in some statutes, some as short as 72 hours, and he
suggested that it might be difficult to persuade Congress to change these statutes.

APPELLATE RULES TIME COMPUTATION

Professor Struve stated that some public comments had suggested eliminating or
revising the “three-day rule,” which gives a party additional time to file a paper after
service. She said that the advisory committee thinks the suggestion is well worth
considering and had placed it on its agenda. But it had decided not to recommend
elimination as part of the current time-computation package.

BANKRUPTCY RULES TIME COMPUTATION

Judge Swain stated that the proposed amendments to the bankruptcy rules include
a recommendation to extend from 10 days to 14 days the deadline in FED. R. BANKR. P.
8002 (time for filing notice of appeal) to file an appeal from a bankruptcy judgment. She
noted that the proposal had been controversial because it would change a century-old
tradition of a 10-day appeal period in bankruptcy. She noted that the advisory committee
had made special efforts to reach out to the bar on the issue.

Judge Swain pointed out that the proposed rules pose special challenges for the
bankruptcy system in dealing with backward-counting deadlines because the Federal
Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure rely heavily on a notice and hearing process and use a
good deal of backwards counting. Moreover, because of the national nature of
bankruptcy practice, it is not expected that bankruptcy practitioners would be aware of all
state legal holidays.

The advisory committee, she said, was strongly of the view that state holidays
should not be included in backwards counting. She recognized the importance of having
uniformity among all the rules, and urged that state holidays be excluded from backwards
counting in all the rules. [f this approach is not possible, an exception to uniformity
should be made in this particular instance for the bankruptcy rules.

Professor Morris explained that the Bankruptcy Code specifies more than 80
statutory deadlines. Another 230 time limits are set forth in the Federal Rules of

10
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Bankruptcy Procedure, including 18 that require counting backwards. Accordingly, he
said, backward-counting deadlines are dramatically more common in bankruptcy than in
the other rules. State holidays, he explained, pose no problem in counting forward
because they give parties an extra day. But in counting backwards, a filing party is given
less time to file a document 1f a deadline falls on any state holiday. Judges, he said, can
usually deal with inadvertent mistakes made in backwards counting. But when a
deadline is statutory, a court is less likely to be generous.

He suggested adopting the approach set forth in Judge Swain’s memorandum of
June 4, 2008, to the standing committee recommending that FED. R. BANKR. P.
9006(a)(6)(C) be added to define a state holiday as a “legal holiday” only in counting
forward. The advisory committee would also state in the committee note to the rule that
this limiting provision would apply only in the bankruptcy rules.

A member emphasized the importance of uniformity among all the rules and
stated that he was concerned about having different standards in the different sets of
rules. Nonetheless, he said, the bankruptcy advisory committee had made persuasive
points. He wondered whether there might be another solution, such as to make
distinctions among different types of state holidays. Some, he said, are important, with
government offices, courts, and law firms closed throughout the state. Others, however,
are hardly known at all. He suggested that the rule might be revised to provide that only
those state holidays that are listed in local court rules be included in the definition of
“legal holidays.”

Another member agreed that the rule would clearly create a trap for the unwary.
He argued that the proposal to exclude state holidays from backward counting is not too
complicated, and it should be implemented across the board in all the rules, not just in the
bankruptcy rules. Several other participants concurred.

A member argued, though, that the proposed rule is clear, and states do in fact
announce all their official holidays. The main problem appears to be that state officials
cannot act on days when their offices are closed. If they file a paper on the following
day, it will be untimely under the rule. As a practical matter, they will have to file a day
early.

A member noted that the committee simply cannot achieve national uniformity in
this area and suggested that state holidays be dealt with by local rules. Another
responded, though, that reliance on local rules would not address the concerns of the
Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules that many bankruptcy lawyers have a national
practice and represent far-flung creditors. Lawyers and creditors are largely unaware of
state holidays and state issues. Judge Swain added that many creditors in bankruptcy
cases do not have counsel. Their involvement is often limited to filing a proof of claim.

11
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It would be unreasonable to expect them to be aware of local court rules referring to state
holidays.

Several participants recommended extending the bankruptcy committee’s
proposed exclusion of state holidays in backwards counting to all the rules. Judge Huff
and Professor Struve pointed out that the agenda book contained the text of an alternate
rule that would accomplish that objective by including state holidays only in counting
forwards. They said that it would be an excellent starting point for revising the rule.

The committee without objection by voice vote approved the proposed
amendments to FED. R. APP. P. 26(a), FED. R. BANK. P. 9006(a), FED. R. C1v. P. 6(a),
and FED. R. CrIM. P. 45(a) for approval by the Judicial Conference, using the
alternate rule language set forth in the agenda book, together with a committee note
incorporating language from the bankruptcy committee’s memorandum of June 4,
2008, except for its last sentence, and some improved language by Professor Cooper
regarding the inaccessibility of the clerk’s office. Judge Rosenthal added that the text
would be subject to final review by the style subcommittee and recirculation to the
standing committee.

Following approval of the uniform time-computation rule, Judge Rosenthal turned
the discussion to the specific time adjustments in individual rules proposed by the
advisory committees to account for the changes in the time-computation method.

One member argued that the proposed amendments to FED. R. C1v. P. 50 (motion
for judgment as a matter of law), 52 (motion for amended or additional findings), and 59
(motion for a new trial) go well beyond conforming the three rules to the new time-
computation methodology. Rather, they would substantially expand the time for filing
post-judgment motions and add cost and delay to civil litigation. She suggested that trial
judges may not support extending the time because they want to resolve their cases
promptly and have post-trial motions made without delay. In addition, if a lawyer does
not have enough time to fully prepare a polished post-trial motion, the matter can be
fixed later, and the parties will still enjoy their full appellate rights. Extending the time
to file motions from 10 days to 28 days will slow down the whole litigation process.

Judge Kravitz pointed out, though, that trial judges often bend the rules to give
lawyers more time to file post-trial motions, especially after a long trial when the lawyers
are exhausted and a transcript is not yet available. Judges, for example, may hold up the
entry of judgment. Or they may let lawyers file a skeletal post-judgment motion to meet
the deadline and then have them supplement it later. The problem, he said, is that 10 or
14 days is simply not enough time in many cases for a lawyer to prepare an adequate
motion. Under the rules, moreover, the court cannot extend the deadline, even though
some judges routinely do so by procedural maneuvers. In addition, there is case law
holding that issues not raised in the original filing cannot be raised later. All in all, Judge
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Kravitz concluded, it is unreasonable to require lawyers to file quick post-trial motions,
especially in large cases. Extending the deadline to 28 days may result in some delays,
but on balance, the advisory committee believes that it is the right thing to do.

A member asked whether trial judges could impose a deadline shorter than the 28
days specified in the proposed rule. Professor Cooper responded that the matter had not
been considered by the advisory committee. But it had considered amending FED. R.
Civ. P. 6(b) (extending time) to allow judges to extend the time for filing post-trial
motions. It was concerned, though, about the interplay between the civil and appellate
rules and the jurisdictional nature of the deadline for filing a notice of appeal. Therefore,
it declined to take any steps that might be applied ineptly in practice and lead to a loss of
rights.

Judge Kravitz explained that scholars are concerned that permitting a judge to
extend the time to file post-motion judgments would not fully protect the parties, given
the jurisdictional and statutory nature of the time to appeal. A party might still lose its
right to appeal if it fails to meet the jurisdictional deadline, even though the trial judge
has extended the time to file a post-judgment motion.

A member suggested that 10 or 14 days to file a post-trial motion should be
sufficient for lawyers in most cases. He asked how often the short deadline actually
presents problems for lawyers. If not frequent, the procedural devices that trial judges
now use to give lawyers more time may be sufficient to address the problems.

Judge Kravitz responded that the advisory committee had concluded that it was
common for lawyers to need additional time, especially in circuits where the case law
holds that claims are waived if not raised in the original motion. He said that he had
presided over a number of cases in which the parties needed a transcript to file a motion.
He pointed out that there had been no negative public comments on extending the
deadline from 10 days to 28 days, either from judges or the bar. Professor Struve added
that the E.D.N.Y. Committee on Civil Litigation had been critical of the time-
computation project in general, but had come out strongly in favor of this particular
extension.

A member added that lawyers are uncomfortable with the devices that trial judges
now use, such as deferring entry of judgment or allowing a bare-bones post-judgment
motion. The 10-day deadline, he said, 1s notoriously inadequate because many issues
require careful briefing, even after a relatively short trial. Moreover, there may be a
change in counsel after the trial, making the current deadline virtually impossible to
meet. The proposed extension to 28 days, he said, is badly needed and will not cause
unreasonable delays.

Page 10
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The lawyer members of the committee all agreed that the current 10-day deadline
1s much too short. They said that it is not safe for lawyers to rely on procedural
maneuvering, such as delaying the entry of judgment. Lawyers, moreover, are bound by
what they write in the original filing, and they may need a transcript to prepare a proper
motion. One added that 1t is not uncommon for appellate counsel to be brought in after
the trial and have to be brought up to speed by exhausted trial counsel.

A member pointed out that notices of appeal are normally filed only after
disposition of a post-judgment motion, usually a Rule 59 motion for a new trial. Under
the proposed extension, more parties may file prophylactic notices of appeal before any
post-judgment motions are filed. This practice may impose some administrative burdens
on the court of appeals, but Professor Struve suggested that it would likely arise only in
multi-party cases. Judge Kravitz added that even 28 days may not be sufficient for
lawyers to prepare post-judgment motions in some cases. Therefore, the proposed
change may not altogether end the procedural devices that are now being used.

A member suggested that the committee consider the fundamental purpose of
post-trial motions. As originally conceived, they were designed to allow a trial judge to
promptly fix errors in the trial record. But they have evolved into full-blown motions to
reconsider a whole host of issues raised at pretrial, by motion, and at trial and to relitigate
all the decisions made by the trial judge in the case. In all, post-trial motions lead to a
misuse of judicial time.

Judge Rosenthal stated that the advisory committees, and district judges
generally, are troubled by the procedural subterfuges now used to circumvent the current
rule. They are not worried about waiting a few more days if the result is better-prepared
motions.

A motion was made to adopt all the proposed rule changes in the time-
computation package.

Judge Tallman pointed out that FED. R. CRIM. P. 5.1 (preliminary hearing) and 18
U.S.C. § 3060(b) both specify that a preliminary hearing must be held within 10 days of
the defendant’s first appearance if the defendant is in custody. He explained that the
proposed amendment to Rule 5.1 would extend the deadline to 14 days, but the statute
will also have to be amended to keep the two consistent. If Congress does not extend the
statutory deadline to 14 days, it would make no sense to amend the rule.

A member asked whether the committee should approve the rule contingent upon
Congress amending the statute. Judge Rosenthal reported that representatives of the rules
committees had already discussed a timetable with congressional staff to synchronize the
effective date of the new rules with the needed statutory changes. She said that staff had
been very sympathetic to the objective, and it did not appear that there would be
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significant obstacles to accomplishing this objective. There is certainly no guarantee of
success, but the committees are hopeful. Professor Coquillette added that the problem of
synchronization could also be addressed by delaying the effective date of all the rules, or
selected rules, to coincide with the statutory changes.

A member noted that under the Rules Enabling Act, rule changes supersede
inconsistent statutes (except for changes to the bankruptcy rules). So even if Congress
were not to act, the revised rules would override the inconsistent statutes. Judge
Rosenthal responded that the committee, as a matter of comity with the legislative
branch, tries to avoid reliance on the supersession clause of the Act. It also seeks to
avoid the confusion that results when a rule and a statute are in conflict. The member
agreed, but noted that if Congress simply does not act in time, as opposed to refuses to
act, the extended deadlines in the new rules would govern in the interim until Congress -
acts.

The committee without objection by voice vote approved all the proposed
time-computation amendments for approval by the Judicial Conference.

The committee without objection by voice vote approved the advisory
committees’ recommendations that the Judicial Conference seek legislation to
adjust the time periods in 29 statutes affecting court proceedings to conform them
to the proposed changes in the time-computation rules.

Judge Rosenthal asked the committee to concur in her view that the changes made
in the time-computation amendments following publication were not so extensive as to
require republication of the proposals.

The committee without objection by voice vote agreed that there was no need
to republish any of the proposed time-computation amendments.
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REPORT OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON APPELLATE RULES

Judge Stewart and Professor Struve presented the report of the advisory
committee, as set forth in Judge Stewart’s memorandum and attachments of May 13,
2008 (Agenda Item 7).

Amendments for Final Approval by the Judicial Conference
TIME-COMPUTATION RULES
FED.R. APP.P. 4, 5,6, 10, 12, 15, 19, 25, 26, 27, 28.1, 30, 31, 39, and 41

As noted above on pages 9 and 12, the committee approved for submission to the
Judicial Conference the proposed time-computation amendments to the Federal Rules of
Appellate Procedure.

FED. R. APP. P. 4(a)(4)(B)(11)

Professor Struve reported that the proposed amendment to FED. R. APP. P.
4(a)(4)(B)(ii) (effect of a motion on a notice of appeal) would resolve an inadvertent
ambiguity that resulted from the 1998 restyling of the Appellate Rules. The current rule
might be read to require an appellant to amend a prior notice of appeal if the district court
amends the judgment after the notice of appeal is filed, even if the amendment is in the
appellant’s favor. She reported that the public comments on the proposed amendment
had raised some additional issues, which had been placed on the future agenda of the
advisory committee.

The committee without objection by voice vote approved the proposed
amendment for approval by the Judicial Conference.

FED. R.ApPp. P. 12.1

Judge Stewart explained that the proposed new Rule 12.1 (remand after an
indicative ruling by the district court) was designed to accompany new FED. R. C1v. P.
62.1 (indicative ruling on a motion for relief that is barred by a pending appeal). It had
been coordinated closely with the Advisory Committee on Civil Rules.

Judge Stewart reported that the Department of Justice had expressed concern
about potential abuse of the indicative ruling procedure in criminal cases. As a result, the
advisory committee modified the committee note after publication by editing the note’s
discussion of the scope of the rule’s application in criminal cases. Professor Struve
added that the Advisory Committee on Criminal Rules might wish to consider a change
in the criminal rules to authorize indicative rulings explicitly. Accordingly, the appellate
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advisory committee had included language in the committee note to anticipate that
possible development.

A member questioned the language that had been added to the second paragraph
of the committee note stating that the advisory committee anticipates that use of
indicative rulings “will be limited to” three categories of criminal matters — newly
discovered evidence motions under FED. R. CRIM. P. 33(b)(1), reduced sentence motions
under FED. R. CRIM. P. 35(b), and motions under 18 U.S.C. § 3582(c). He worried that
the language might be too restrictive and recommended that it be revised to state that “the
Committee anticipates that Rule 12.1 will be used primarily, if not exclusively, for [those
matters].”

Professor Struve explained that the advisory committee had been reluctant to limit
the rule to the three situations suggested by the Department of Justice because there may
be other situations when indicative rulings are appropriate. A member added that the
procedure could be useful in handling § 2255 motions, as appellate courts have said that a
district court should rarely hear a § 2255 motion when an appeal is pending. He noted
that a three-judge panel of his court recently had permitted use of the indicative ruling
procedure in a § 2255 case. But Mr. Tenpas responded that the Department was
particularly concerned about systematic use, and abuse, of the procedure by pro se
inmates in § 2255 cases.

A member pointed out that the principal safeguard against abuse is that the court
of appeals has discretion to deny any request for an indicative ruling and may refuse to
remand a matter to the trial court. The discretion vested in the court of appeals
safeguards against excessive use of the procedure.

Judge Stewart and Professor Struve agreed that the recommended substitute
language for the committee note, “the Committee anticipates that Rule 12.1 will be used
primarily, if not exclusively, for . . ., ” would be acceptable. A motion was made to ’
approve the proposed new rule, with the revised note language.

The committee without objection by voice vote approved the proposed new
Rule 12.1 for approval by the Judicial Conference.

FED. R. App. P. 22(b)(1)

Judge Stewart explained that the proposed amendment to FED. R. App. P. 22(b)(1)
(certificate of appealability) would conform the rule to changes being proposed by the
Advisory Committee on Criminal Rules in Rule 11 of the Rules Governing § 2254 Cases
and § 2255 Proceedings. The amendment would delete from Rule 22 the requirement
that the district judge who rendered the judgment either issue a certificate of appealability
or state why a certificate should not issue, because the matter is more appropriately
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handled in Rule 11. Professor Struve added that approval of the amendment would be
contingent on approving the tandem amendments proposed by the criminal rules
committee.

A member questioned the language of the proposed amendment stating that “(t)he
district clerk must send the certificate and the statement . . . to the court of appeals,”
suggesting that the district clerk should be required to send the certificate only when it
has been issued by a district judge. The certificate may be also issued by the court of
appeals or a circuit justice, but a district clerk should bear no noticing obligation in those
situations. The limitation on the clerk’s obligation may be implicit in the rule, but it
would be preferable to substitute language such as, “If the district court issues the
certificate, the district clerk must send . . . .”

Professor Struve explained that the principal concern of the advisory committee
had been to make sure that the certificate is included in the case file. She noted, though,
that under CM/ECF, the courts’ comprehensive electronic records system, there should
be few problems with filing and transmitting documents. Nevertheless, the district clerk
should have no obligation to handle a certificate issued by a circuit judge.

Judge Rosenthal suggested that the committee defer further consideration of the
proposed amendment to FED. R. App. P. 22(b)(1) until after the committee considers the
parallel rule amendments proposed by the Advisory Committee on Criminal Rules.

Later in the meeting, the committee approved the parallel rule amendments
proposed by the Advisory Committee on Criminal Rules. At that time, it approved
without objection by voice vote the proposed amendment to FED. R. ApP. P. 22(b)(1)
for approval by the Judicial Conference. (See page 46.)

FED. R. APP. P. 26(¢c)

Judge Stewart explained that the proposed amendments to FED. R. App. P. 26(¢)
(additional time allowed after mail and certain other service) would clarify the method of
computing the additional three days that a party is given to respond after service. The
amendment would make the language of the rule parallel to that of FED. R. C1v. P. 6(d).
He also pointed out that the advisory committee had received a comment from Chief
Judge Frank Easterbrook recommending that the “three-day rule” be eliminated entirely,
and the committee would place the matter on its agenda for a full discussion.

The committee without objection by voice vote approved the proposed
amendment for approval by the Judicial Conference.

Amendments for Publication
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FED. R. App. P. 1(b)

Professor Struve explained that proposed new FED. R. App. P. | (definition) would
define the term “state” throughout the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure to include
the District of Columbia and any U.S. commonwealth or territory. The definition, she
explained, is consistent with a proposed amendment to FED. R. Civ. P. 81(d).

FED. R. APP..P. 29(a)

The proposed amendments to FED. R. APP. P. 29(a) (when an amicus curiae brief
is permitted) would eliminate the current language referring to a state, territory,
commonwealth, or the District of Columbia because new FED. R. App. P. 1(b) would
make it unnecessary.

The committee without objection by voice vote approved the proposed
amendments for publication.

ForMm 4

Professor Struve reported that Form 4 (affidavit accompanying a motion for
permission to appeal in forma pauperis) had already been updated informally to conform
to the new privacy rules that took effect on December 1, 2007, and had been posted by
the Administrative Office on the Judiciary’s web-site. The proposed revisions to the
form would delete the full names of minor children and the home address and full social
security number of the applicant. She explained that the advisory committee had also
concluded that the term “minor” could be ambiguous because the definition varies from
state to state, and pro se petitioners who normally fill out Form 4 should not be placed in
the position of worrying about who is a “minor.” Instead, the committee decided to
substitute the language “under 18.”

The committee without objection by voice vote approved the proposed
amendments in the official form for publication.

Informational Item
Judge Stewart reported that the advisory committee was continuing to monitor

case law developments following Bowles v, Russell, 551 U.S.  (2007), regarding the
jurisdictional and statutory dimensions of the time limits to appeal.

REPORT OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON BANKRUPTCY RULES
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Judge Swain and Professors Morris and Gibson presented the report of the
advisory committee, as set out in Judge Swain’s memorandum and attachments of May
14, 2008 (Agenda Item 10).

Amendments for Final Approval by the Judicial Conference
TIME-COMPUTATION RULES

FED. R. BANKR. P. 1007, 1011, 1019, 1020, 2002, 2003, 2006, 2007, 2007.2, 2008, 2015, 2015.1
2015.2,2015.3,2016, 3001, 3015, 3017, 3019, 3020, 4001, 4002, 4004, 6003, 6004, 6006,
6007, 7004, 7012, 8001, 8002, 8003, 8006, 8009, 8015, 8017, 9006, 9027, and 9033

As noted above on pages 9 and 12, the committee approved for submission to the
Judicial Conference the proposed time-computation amendments to the Federal Rules of
Bankruptcy Procedure.

FED. R. BANKR. P. 1017.1

Judge Swain noted that proposed new FED. R. BANKR. P. 1017.1 (individual
debtor’s exemption from the pre-petition credit counseling requirement) would have
revised the process for granting an extension of time for the debtor to complete the
credit-counseling required by the 2005 amendments to the Bankruptcy Code. It had been
published for public comment in August 2007, but the comments had shown that a rule is
unnecessary because very few cases arise in which there is a request for an extension.
Therefore, the advisory committee decided to withdraw it from further consideration.

FED. R. BANKR. P. 4008

Judge Swain noted that the proposed amendment to Rule 4008 (discharge and
reaffirmation hearing) would require that a new official form cover sheet be filed with a
reaffirmation agreement. (See OFFICIAL FORM 27 below.)

FED. R. BANKR. P. 7052, 7058, and 9021

Judge Swain explained that the new rule and the proposed rule amendments deal
with clarifying the requirement that a judgment be set forth in a separate document. New
FED. R. BANKR. P. 7058 (entry of judgment) would make FED. R. C1v. P. 58 (entering
judgment) applicable in adversary proceedings. FED. R. BANKR. P. 7052 (findings by the
court) and 9021 (entry of judgment) are conforming amendments to accompany new Rule
7058.

The committee without objection by voice vote approved the proposed
amendments to the rules for approval by the Judicial Conference.
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OFFICIAL FORMS 1, 8, and 27

Professor Morris reported that the amendments to Exhibit D of OFFICIAL FORM 1
(individual debtor’s statement of compliance with the credit counseling requirement) and
OFFICIAL FORM 8 (individual Chapter 7 debtor’s statement of intention) would become
effective on December 1, 2008. New OFFICIAL FORM 27 (reaffirmation agreement cover
sheet) would take effect on December 1, 2009, to coordinate it with the proposed revision
to Rule 4008 that would require the form to be filed with a reaffirmation agreement. The
torm will give the court basic information about what is contained in the agreement. He
noted that the advisory committee had received comments on the form and had made
minor changes after publication.

The committee without objection by voice vote approved the proposed
amendments to the forms for final approval by the Judicial Conference.

TECHNICAL CHANGES
FED. R. BANKR. P. 2016, 7052, 9006(f), 9015, and 9023

Professor Morris reported that the advisory committee recommended that the
proposed amendments to the five rules be approved and sent to the Judicial Conference
for final approval without publication because they involve only technical changes, such
as correcting cross-references or implementing provisions in the other sets of rules.

He said that the proposed amendment to FED. R. BANKR. P. 2016 (compensation
for services rendered and reimbursement of expenses) merely corrects a cross-reference
to a subsection of the Bankruptcy Code changed by the 2005 omnibus bankruptcy
legislation.

The amendment to FED. R. BANKR. P. 9006(f) (additional time allowed after
service by mail or certain other means) would correct a cross-reference to subparagraphs
in FED. R. CIv. P. 5 (service), which had been renumbered as part of the civil rules
restyling project.

The other three amendments would implement the proposed new 14-day deadline
to file a notice of appeal from a bankruptcy judgment. Professor Morris explained that
the proposed 28-day time to file a post-judgment motion in civil cases would not work in
bankruptcy cases because the deadline to file a notice of appeal, currently 10 days, will
be 14 days once the time-computation amendments take effect.

The committee without objection by voice vote approved the proposed
amendments to the rules for approval by the Judicial Conference.
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OFFICIAL FOrRMS 9F, 10, and 23

Professor Morris reported that the proposed amendments to the forms were
technical in nature and did not merit publication. He explained that the advisory
committee inadvertently had retained a requirement in OFFICIAL FORM 9F (initial notice
in a Chapter 11 corporation or partnership case) that debtors provide their telephone
numbers. That item of personal information has been removed from the other forms.

The change in OFFICIAL FORM 10 (proof of claim) would remind persons filing
claims based on health-care debts that they should limit the disclosure of personal
information. Two changes in the definition section of the forms would tie the words
“creditor” and “claims” more closely to the definitions set forth the Bankruptcy Code.

The proposed amendment to OFFICIAL FORM 23 (debtor’s certification of
completing the required post-petition financial-management course) would add a
reference to § 1141(d)(5)(B) of the Bankruptcy Code.

The committee without objection by voice vote approved the proposed
"amendments to the forms for final approval by the Judicial Conference.

Amendments for Publication

Professor Morris explained that the proposed amendments and new rule would
implement new Chapter 15 of the Bankruptcy Code, added by the 2005 legislation.

FED. R. BANKR. P. 1004.2

Under proposed new FED. R. BANKR. P. 1004.2 (Petition in Chapter 15 cases), an
entity must state on the face of the petition the country of the debtor’s main interests.

FED. R. BANKR. P. 1014 and 1015

FED. R. BANKR. P. 1014 (dismissal and change of venue) and 1015 (consolidation
or joint administration of cases)