Official Form 3B

Instructions for the Application to Have the Chapter 7 Filing Fee Waived

United States Bankruptcy Court

How to Fill Out the Application

The fee for filing a bankruptcy case under Chapter 7 is
$335. If you cannot afford to pay the entire fee now in full
or in installments within 120 days, use this form. If you
can afford to pay your filing fee in installments, see
Application for Individuals to Pay the Filing Fee in
Installments (Official Form 3A).

If you file this form, you are asking the court to waive
your fee. After reviewing your application, the court may
waive your fee, set a hearing for further investigation, or
require you to pay the fee in installments or in full.

For your fee to be waived, all of these statements must
be true:

® You are filing for bankruptcy under Chapter 7.
B You are an individual.

® The total combined monthly income for your family is
less than 150% of the official poverty guideline last
published by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (DHHS). (For more information
about the guidelines, go
to http://www.uscourts.gov/FederalCourts/Bankruptcy
[BankruptcyResources/PovertyGuidelines.aspx.)

® You cannot afford to pay the fee in installments.

Your family includes you, your spouse, and any
dependents listed on Schedule J. Your family may be
different from your household, referenced on
Schedules I and J. Your household may include your
unmarried partner and others who live with you and
with whom you share income and expenses.

If a bankruptcy petition preparer helped you complete this
form, make sure that person fills out Declaration and
Signature of Non-Attorney Bankruptcy Petition Preparer
(Official Form 19); include a copy of it in this package.
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If you have already completed the following forms, the
information on them may help you when you fill out this
application:

m Schedule A: Real Property (Official Form 6A)
m Schedule I: Your Income (Official Form 6l)

m Schedule J: Your Expenses (Official Form J)

Understand the terms used in this form

The Application to Have the Chapter 7 Filing Fee Waived
(Official Form 3B) uses you and Debtor 1 to refer to a
debtor filing alone. A married couple may file a
bankruptcy case together—called a joint case—and in
joint cases, this form uses you to ask for information from
both debtors. For example, if the form asks, “Do you own
a car?” the answer would be yes if either debtor owns a
car. When information is needed about the spouses
separately, the form uses Debtor 1 and Debtor 2 to
distinguish between them. In joint cases, one of the
spouses must report information as Debtor 1 and the other
as Debtor 2. The same person must be Debtor 1 in all of
the forms.

Things to remember when filling out this form

® Be as complete and accurate as possible.

® If you have some additional circumstances that cause
you to not be able to pay your filing fee in
installments, explain them on line 5 of the form.

m If more space is needed, attach a separate sheet to this
form. On the top of any additional pages, write your

name and case number (if known).

m If two married people are filing together, both are
equally responsible for supplying correct information.

Do not file these instructions with your bankruptcy filing package. Keep them for your records.
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