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The U.S. Sentencing Commission published adopted amendments (effective 
November 1, 2025) to the Guidelines Manual.  The amendments will simplify the 
current three-step sentencing process by removing the step that requires courts 
to consider departures.    
 
Hon. Patricia Barksdale asked the Advisory Committee to consider amending 
Rule 11(b)(1)(M) of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure to delete “possible 
departures under the Sentencing Guidelines.” 
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