
Fiscal Year 2026 Appropriation $11,437,000

Fiscal Year 2027 Appropriation Request $18,093,000

Requested Increase from Fiscal Year 2026 Appropriation $6,656,000

APPROPRIATION LANGUAGE

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

CARE OF THE BUILDING AND GROUNDS

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
Care of the Building and Grounds
SUMMARY STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT REQUIREMENTS

     For such expenditures as may be necessary to enable the Architect of the Capitol to carry out the duties imposed upon the 
Architect by 40 U.S.C. 6111 and 6112 under the direction of the Chief Justice, [$11,437,000]$18,093,000 , to remain available 
until expended.

(Division E, Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2026 – P.L. 119-75)
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Fiscal Year 2027 Resource Requirements: FTEs Amount
Fiscal Year 2026 Obligations 50         18,500

- (7,063)
Fiscal Year 2026 Appropriation………………………..……………………………………………………………… 50         11,437

Page No. Adjustments to Base to Maintain Current Services:
A. Personnel

Pay and Benefit Adjustments
1.24 1.   Annualization of 2026 Pay Adjustment (1.0% for three months)……………………………………………… - 13
1.24 2.   Promotions and Within-grade Increases………………………………………………………………………… - 50

3. Benefits Adjustments
1.24 a.  Health Benefits……………………………………………………………………………………………… - 23
1.24 b.  FERS Adjustment…………………………………………………………………………………………… - (34)

B. Other Adjustments
General Inflationary Adjustments

1.25 4.   Inflationary Increases for Contracts, Services, Supplies, and Equipment………………………….…………… - 104

-            156

50         11,593

C. Program Increases

1.25 - 6,500

      Subtotal, Program Increases……………...………………………….............…........................................ - 6,500

50         18,093

Less Obligations from Carryforward from FY 2025 into FY 2026............................................................................

SUMMARY OF REQUEST
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

CARE OF THE BUILDING AND GROUNDS
FISCAL YEAR 2027

(Dollar amounts in thousands)

      Total Fiscal Year 2027 Appropriation Required….…….…………..…........................................………………

5. External Visitor Screening Facility Cost……………………………………………………..............……………

Subtotal, Adjustments to Base to Maintain Current Services………………………………………………………

Total Current Services Appropriation Required……………………………………………………………………
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FY 2025 FY 2026 FY 2027
Actual Enacted Request

Care of Building and Grounds, Total Obligations 17,787 18,500 20,049
Unobligated Balance, Start of Year (16,027) (18,928) (11,865)
Unobligated Balance, End of Year 18,928 11,865 9,909
Available Appropriation 20,688 11,437 18,093

FY 2025 FY 2026 FY 2027
Actual Enacted Request

11 Personnel Compensation 5,491 5,711 6,175
12 Personnel Benefits 2,281 2,373 2,565
21 Travel and Transportation of Things 5 5 6
23 Communications, Utilities, and Misc Charges 3,150 3,276 3,542
25 Advisory and Assistance Services 3,155 3,282 3,597
26 Supplies and Materials 540 561 607
31 Equipment 22 23 25
32 Land and Structures 3,142 3,268 3,533

Total Obligations 17,787 18,500 20,049

Description

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
CARE OF THE BUILDING AND GROUNDS

Obligations by Activity ($000)

Obligations by Object Class ($000)

Activity
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Total Obligations 17,787 18,500 20,049 1,500
Obligated Balance, Start of Year 14,500 8,216 11,000 2,784
Adjustments of Prior Year Activity (2,093) (500) (500) -
Obligated Balance, End of Year (8,216) (11,000) (8,049) 3,000
Outlays 21,978 15,216 22,500 7,284

FY 2025 FY 2026 FY 2027
Actual Enacted Request

   Full-time Equivalents (FTEs) 50 50 50 -

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
CARE OF THE BUILDING AND GROUNDS

Relation of Obligations to Outlays ($000)

Difference 
(+) or (-)

Difference
(+) or (-)

Personnel Summary

FY 2025 Actual FY 2026 Enacted FY 2027 Request
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GENERAL STATEMENT AND INFORMATION 

This appropriation, for expenditure by the Architect of the Capitol, provides for the structural and mechanical care of the United States 
Supreme Court Building and Grounds, including maintenance and operation of mechanical, electrical, and electronic equipment.  The 
Architect is not responsible for custodial care, which is under the jurisdiction of the Marshal of the Supreme Court and is provided for 
in the Supreme Court’s Salaries and Expenses appropriation.  The Architect performs his/her duties under authority of 40 U.S.C. § 6111. 

The equipment includes such items as air conditioning, refrigeration, and ventilating systems with more than 1,000 pieces of equipment; 
electrical transformer stations and emergency power system; 300 plumbing fixtures and related piping; nine elevators and four 
dumbwaiters; electrical fixtures and wiring; and electronic security equipment.  In FY 2027, a total of 50 full-time equivalents (FTE) 
are expected to cover three shifts daily.  The FY 2027 request for the Supreme Court Building and Grounds account totals $18.1 million. 
This request includes funding to maintain current services and accounts for general inflationary increases and a program increase of 
$6.5 million for design services to develop facilities for screening visitors outside the Supreme Court buildings’ main vestibules. 

Projects under the Architect of the Capitol relating to the buildings and grounds in the Capitol campus are included in the Legislative 
Branch budget.  However, projects pertaining to the buildings and grounds of the Supreme Court are presented within this account in 
the judiciary’s budget request.   

FISCAL YEAR 2026 APPROPRIATIONS 

The judiciary’s starting point for developing its FY 2027 budget request reflects bill language and appropriations levels enacted in the 
FY 2026 Consolidated Appropriations Act (P.L. 119-75).  The FY 2026 enacted level for the United States Supreme Court Building and 
Grounds account of $11.4 million is equal to the Conference Appeal level.  
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Justification of Changes 

The FY 2027 budget request for the Supreme Court Building 
and Grounds appropriation, totals $18.1 million and 50 full time 
equivalents (FTEs).  This amount represents an increase of $6.7 
million, or 58.2 percent, from the FY 2026 enacted appropriation 
of $11.4 million.   

Adjustments to maintain current services include funds for pay 
and benefits, cost increases for current staff, and adjustments for 
ongoing activities, such as inflationary increases in contract 
rates and charges for services, supplies, equipment, and a 
general inflationary increase.  

A program increase of $6.5 million is requested for design 
services associated with an External Visitor Screening Facility 
for the Supreme Court. 

ADJUSTMENTS TO BASE TO MAINTAIN CURRENT 
SERVICES 

A.  PERSONNEL 

Pay and Benefit Adjustments 

1. Annualization of 2026 pay adjustment 

Requested Increase: $13,000 

The requested increase provides for the annualized costs of the 
2026 pay adjustment of 1.0 percent, effective January 2026.  The 
requested increase provides for the cost associated with three 
months of the 2026 pay increase (from October to December 

2026) in FY 2027.   

2. Promotions and within-grade increases 

Requested Increase: $50,000 

The requested increase provides for promotions and within-
grade increases for personnel.  The salary plan for judicial 
support personnel provides for periodic within-grade increases 
for staff who receive a performance rating of satisfactory or 
higher. 

3. Benefits adjustments 

a. Health benefits  

Requested Increase: $23,000  

Based on information from the Office of Personnel Management 
(OPM), health benefit premium contributions are projected to 
increase by an average of 10.1 percent in January 2026 and 5.0 
percent in January 2027.  The requested increase annualizes the 
2026 premium increase and includes a nine-month provision for 
the increase anticipated for FY 2027. 

b. FERS adjustment 

Requested Decrease: ($34,000)  

Consistent with guidance from the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB), there is a projected decrease in the agency 
contribution rate to Federal Employees Retirement Systems 
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contribution will decrease from 18.4 percent to 17.9 percent. 
Any FERS decrease is in accordance with revised estimates of 
the cost of providing benefits by the Board of Actuaries of the 

  

B.  OTHER ADJUSTMENTS 

4. Inflationary increases in charges for contracts, services, 
supplies, and equipment 

Requested Increase: $104,000 

Consistent with guidance from OMB, the requested increase is 
required to fund inflationary adjustments of 2.1 percent for 
operating expenses such as travel, communications, printing, 
contractual services, supplies and materials, and furniture and 
equipment. 

C.  PROGRAM INCREASE 
 

5. Exterior Visitor Screening Facility Design 

Requested Increase: $6,500,000 

As part of recommendations from physical security assessments, 
screening of visitors should occur exterior to the Supreme Court 
before entering the building’s main vestibules. The requested 
funding is needed for design services that would include a 
comprehensive feasibility and site analysis, development of 
concepts, and construction drawings.  
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