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I Introduction
The Civil Rules Advisory Committee met on November 12 and 13, 1998, in Charleston,
South Carolina. The three following parts of this Report present: (II) a recommendation to
publish for comment changes in the rules governing impoundment of things claimed to infringe a
copyright; (III) a report of the Advisory Committee's deliberations on the proposal to establish a
uniform effective date for local district-court rules; and (IV) brief summaries of other matters that
remain on the Advisory Committee's agenda.
In addition to these matters, the Advisory Committee took action with respect to some of
the proposals that have accumulated on the docket. Agenda items have accumulated for a variety
of reasons. Some topics, having been studied in some detail, seem to present questions that must
be deferred until there is time for another major project. The study of special masters, described
below, is one such topic. Other topics seem closely related, and to deserve periodic study as a
group. The perennial suggestions to revise the service-of-process provisions of Civil Rule 4 are
an example. Part of the accumulation has arisen only because of the time demanded by the major
projects to review class-action practices and discovery, and the Advisory Committee's role as
leader of the Mass Torts Working Group. The Agenda Subcommittee has been reestablished to
undertake a comprehensive review of the docket for the purpose of recommending appropriate
courses of action.
The draft minutes of the November meeting are attached.
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IIAction Item
Recommendedfor Publication
Rules
Proposals
Copyright
The Advisory Committee recommends publication for comment of three related rules
changes: (1) Abrogation of the Copyright Rules of Practice; (2) Amendment of Civil Rule 65 by
adding a new subdivision (f) that explicitly brings copyright impoundment procedures within
Rule 65 injunction procedures; and (3) Amendment of Civil Rule 81 (a)(1), primarily for the
purpose of reflecting abrogation of the Copyright Rules of Practice. These proposals seek to
establish a firm legal foundation for the practices that have been adopted by several district
courts. Confirming these practices will ensure that effective pretrial remedies are in fact
available to protect copyrights as a central form of intellectual property. The changes will
provide reassurance to other countries that the United States can honor its international
obligations in these matters.
Most lawyers, including many copyright lawyers, do not know that an independent set of
Copyright Rules of Practice, adopted under the 1909 Copyright Act, seems to persist to this day.
The Advisory Committee first proposed abrogation of the Copyright Rules in 1964, but the
question was put aside in deference to the copyright reform efforts that eventually led to the 1976
Copyright Act. Nothing has been done since then, despite grave constitutional doubts about the
ex parte seizure provisions and about the actual life or accidental death of the rules. Several
federal courts have recognized the problems that arise from these anachronistic rules, and have
invented apparently successful means to overcome the problems. At least a few anecdotes
suggest that some practitioners have continued to invoke the ex parte seizure remedies provided
by the Copyright Rules, however, and in any event it is desirable to get our house in order. This
proposal renews the 1964 proposals to abrogate the 1909 Copyright Rules and to amend Civil
Rule 65 to provide a secure foundation for all appropriate pretrial remedies.
These proposals are designed to ensure that federal courts can continue to do what they
are doing now - providing effective remedies and procedures in copyright cases. As matters
now stand, there is a plausible technical argument that there are no rules of procedure for
copyright actions. Almost universally, federal courts ignore this potential problem and apply the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. Beyond this general difficulty lies a more pointed problem.
The prejudgment seizure provisions in the Copyright Rules of Practice, even if they apply to
actions under the 1976 Copyright Act, probably are inconsistent with the Act and quite probably
are unconstitutional. Here too the federal courts seem to have adapted by applying the safeguards
of Civil Rule 65 procedure in ways that both satisfy constitutional requirements and provide
effective protection against copyright infringements. Appropriate rule changes are more than
thirty years overdue. It is time to make the rules conform to practice.
Congressional staff members have expressed some concern that the proposed action,
although taken for the purpose of establishing a secure foundation for effective copyright
remedies, might be misunderstood in other countries. The United States is actively encouraging
all countries to provide effective intellectual property schemes. If the Committee decides that
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these problems have lingered more than long enough, care must be taken to reassure the world
that the purpose and effect are to bolster present effective practice, not to diminish it.
The Problems
No Procedure. Civil Rule 81 (a)(1) presents the question whether there are any procedural
rules to apply in copyright actions. It states that the Civil Rules "do not apply to * * *
proceedings in copyright under Title 17, U.S.C., except in so far as they may be made applicable
thereto by rules promulgated by the Supreme Court of the United States." Rule 1 of the
Copyright Rules of Practice reads:
Proceedings in actions under section 25 of the Act of March 4, 1909, entitled "An
Act to amend and consolidate the acts respecting copyright", including
proceedings relating to the perfecting of appeals, shall be governed by the Rules
of Civil Procedure, in so far as they are not inconsistent with these rules.
The problem is that all of the 1909 Copyright Act was superseded in 1976. On the face of
Civil Rule 81 and Copyright Rule 1, there is no Supreme Court rule that makes the Civil Rules
applicable to proceedings in copyright under present Title 17.
Courts have mostly reacted by ignoring this seeming problem. In Kulik Photographyv.
Cochran,E.D.Va.1997, 975 F.Supp. 812, 813, the court noted an unpublished opinion by a
magistrate judge that apparently holds the Civil Rules inapplicable in a copyright action. The
court observed that many courts continue to apply the Civil Rules, and then concluded that it
need not decide whether to follow the Civil Rules because in any event it could grant the
defendants' motion to dismiss for lack of personal jurisdiction. Otherwise, federal courts seem to
follow the sensible course of applying the Civil Rules without further anguish. The Civil Rules
nonetheless should be amended to securely establish this result.
The failure to amend Copyright Rule 1 in 1976 may reflect the obscurity of the Copyright
Rules. Although it is embarrassing to have waited so long, it would be easy to adopt a technical
amendment that substitutes an appropriate reference to the 1976 Act in Copyright Rule 1.
The reason for inquiring beyond this simple technical correction is revealed on examining
the balance of the Copyright Rules. Rule 2, which imposed special pleading requirements, was
abrogated in 1966. The remaining Rules 3 through 13 deal with one subject only -the
procedure for seizing and holding, before judgment, "alleged infringing copies, records, plates,
molds, matrices, etc., or other means of making the copies alleged to infringe the copyright."
These rules require a bond approved by the court or commissioner, but do not appear to require
any particular showing of probable success. The marshal is to retain the seized items and keep
them in a secure place. The defendant has three days to object to the sufficiency of the bond.
The defendant also may apply for the return of the articles seized with a supporting "affidavit
stating all material facts and circumstances tending to show that the articles seized are not
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infringing **

*."

Rule 10 provides that "the court in its discretion, after such hearing as it may

direct, may order such return" if the defendant files a bond in the sum directed by the court.
Since the Copyright Rules deal only with prejudgment seizure, and have not been
reviewed for many years, it seems appropriate to ask whether they continue to reflect evolving
concepts and practices that have transformed the due process constraints on prejudgment
remedies.
Due Process. In 1964, the Civil Rules Advisory Committee considered the Copyright
Rules and published for comment a proposal to abrogate the Copyright Rules. The proposal was
driven in part by a belief that all civil actions should be governed by the Civil Rules, and in part
by grave doubts about the wisdom of the prejudgment seizure provisions in Rules 3 through 13.
The seizure procedure:
is rigid and virtually eliminates discretion in the court; it does not require the
plaintiff to make any showing of irreparable injury as a condition of securing the
interlocutory relief; nor does it require the plaintiff to give notice to the defendant
of an application for impounding even when an opportunity could feasibly be
provided.
Opposition was expressed by the American Bar Association and by the Ninth Circuit
Judicial Conference, who apparently relied on the same advisers. The opponents expressed
satisfaction with the working of the Copyright Rules. The Reporters were not swayed; they
suggested that alleged infringers were not likely to be heard in the rulemaking process. In the
end, the Advisory Committee concluded that its proposals were sound, but that the final decision
whether to recommend adoption should be made by the Standing Committee in light of the needs
of sound relations with Congress while the process of revising the Copyright Act was going on.
The Standing Committee recommended that only the special pleading requirements embodied in
Rule 2 be abrogated.
For more than thirty years, the Copyright Rules of Practice have been published in
U.S.C.A. with the following Advisory Committee Notes appended to each remaining rule:
* * * The Advisory Committee has serious doubts as to the desirability of
retaining Copyright Rules 3-13 for they appear to be out of keeping with the
general attitude of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure * * * toward remedies
anticipating decision on the merits, and objectionable for their failure to require
notice or a showing of irreparable injury to the same extent as is customarily
required for threshold injunctive relief. However, in view of the fact that
Congress is considering proposals to revise the Copyright Act, the Advisory
Committee has refrained from making any recommendation regarding Copyright
Rules 3-13, but will keep the problem under study.
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The line of contemporary decisions revising due process requirements for prejudgment
remedies began soon after this paragraph was written. See Sniadach v. Family Fin. Corp., 1969,
395 U.S. 337, 89 S.Ct. 1820; Fuentes v. Shevin, 1972, 407 U.S. 67, 92 S.Ct. 1983; Mitchellv.
W.T Grant Co., 1974, 416 U.S. 600, 94 S.Ct. 1895; North GeorgiaFinishing, Inc. v. Di-Chem,
Inc., 1975, 419 U.S. 601, 95 S.Ct. 719; Connecticut v. Doehr, 1991, 501 U.S. 1, 111 S.Ct. 2105.
These decisions do not establish a crystal-clear formula for evaluating the process required to
support no-notice prejudgment remedies. But they do make it clear that the procedures
established by the Copyright Rules would have at best a very low chance of passing
constitutional muster. It seems to be accepted that no-notice preliminary relief continues to be
available on showing a strong prospect that notice will enable the opposing party to defeat the
opportunity for effective relief. But it is almost certainly required that this showing be made in
ex parte proceedings before a judge or magistrate judge. A mere affidavit filed with a court clerk
will not do. The Copyright Rules do not approach this standard.
Statutory Provision: In addition to the due process problem, the Copyright Rules also
seem inconsistent with the interim impoundment remedy established by the 1976 Copyright Act.
17 U.S.C. § 503(a) provides:
At any time while an action under this title is pending, the court may order the
impounding, on such terms as it may deem reasonable, of all copies or
phonorecords claimed to have been made or used in violation of the copyright
owner's exclusive rights, and of all plates, molds, matrices, masters, tapes, film
negatives, or other articles by means of which such copies or phonorecords may
be reproduced.
This provision gives the court discretion whether to order impoundment, and discretion to
establish reasonable terms. Apart from the terms of the bond posted by the plaintiff, discretion
seems to enter the Copyright Rules only at the Rule 10 stage of an order to return the seized
items.
An early reaction to these difficulties was provided by Judge Harold Greene in WPOW,
Inc. v. MRLJEnterprises,D.D.C.1984, 584 F.Supp. 132, 134-135. Judge Greene concluded that
§ 503(a) makes prejudgment impoundment discretionary, and that an exercise of discretion
requires "procedures which are other than summary in character." Decisions under the pre-1976
Act Copyright Rules no longer control. Instead, the normal injunction requirements of Civil
Rule 65 apply. A later decision by Judge Sifton provides a strong statement that the Copyright
Rules are inconsistent with § 503(a), and an equally strong suggestion that they probably are
unconstitutional. ParamountPictures Corp. v. Doe, E.D.N.Y.1993, 821 F.Supp. 82. The
reasoning of these decisions was found persuasive in Religious Technology Center v. Netcom
On-Line CommunicationsServs., Inc., N.D.Cal.1995, 923 F.Supp. 1231, 1260-1265, where the
court adopted Civil Rule 65 procedures. The doubts expressed by the WPOW and Paramount
Pictures courts are reflected, without need for resolution, in FirstTechnology Safety Systems, Inc.
v. Depinet, 6th Cir.1993, 11 F.3d 641, 648 n. 8. Columbia PicturesIndus. v. Jasso, N.D.Il1.1996,
927 F.Supp. 1075, 1077, may seem to look the other way by stating that the Copyright Rules
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govern impoundment, but the court then proceeds through all of the appropriate steps for a courtdetermined temporary restraining order under Civil Rule 65. Century Home Entertainment, Inc.
v. Laser Beat, Inc., E.D.N.Y.1994, 859 F.Supp. 636, is similar to the Columbia Pictures decision.
If there is room for significant doubt, it is whether even the Civil Rule 65(b) temporary
restraining order procedures may support no-notice seizures. The Supreme Court decisions are
not as clear as could be wished. There is room to argue that even after an ex parte hearing, free
use of a defendant's property can be restrained without notice only if the plaintiff's claim falls
into a category that is easily proved and that gives the plaintiff some form of pre-existing interest
in the property. A secured creditor can qualify, as with the vendor's lien in Mitchell v. W. T.
Grant. A tort claimant does not qualify, as in Connecticutv. Doehr. A copyright owner is
asserting a property interest that might, for this purpose, be found to attach to an infringing item.
But the claim of infringement often will be difficult to establish. The Court emphasized the risk
of error in Connecticut v. Doehr, and there is a genuine risk of error in making many claims of
copyright infringement.
These doubts cannot be completely dispelled, but they can be satisfactorily met. There is
strong appellate authority justifying no-notice seizure of counterfeit trademarked goods. The
consensus classic decision is Matter of Vuitton et Fils S.A., 2d Cir. 1979, 606 F.2d 1. Vuitton
showed that it had initiated 84 counterfeit goods actions, and filed affidavits detailing experience
with notices of requested restraints. The defendants regularly arranged to transfer the infringing
items. The court found this showing sufficient to establish why notice should not be required in a
case such as this one. If notice is required, that notice all too often appears to serve only to
render fruitless further prosecution of the action. This is precisely contrary to the normal and
intended role of "notice," and is surely not what the authors of the rule [65(b)] either anticipated
or intended."
Congress reacted to continuing trademark infringement problems with the Trademark
Counterfeiting Act of 1984, which establishes an elaborate temporary-restraining-order-like
procedure for no-notice seizure. 15 U.S.C. § 1116(d). This procedure was explored and
approved in Vuitton v. White, C.A.3d, 1991, 945 F.2d 569.
The analogy to trademark problems is bolstered by the relative frequency of proceedings
that combine copyright and trademark claims. The Time Warner Entertainmentcase, for
example, involved both copyright and trademark rights in Looney Tunes and Mighty Morphin
Power Rangers figures.
The most significant question raised by the trademark analogy is whether it would be
better to shape the Enabling Act response to the prospect that Congress may wish to enact a
copyright analogue to the trademark statute. A letter from the American Intellectual Property
Law Association, which otherwise supports the changes proposed below, reports a division of
opinion on the desirability of supplemental legislation. Supplemental legislation indeed should
be welcomed if Congress were to conclude that a new statute would usefully give more pointed
guidance than a combination of the copyright impoundment statute, § 503(a), and Civil Rule
6
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65(b). But there is little indication that courts have encountered any special difficulties in
adapting Rule 65(b) to copyright impoundment. It seems better to supplement repeal of the
Copyright Rules and amendment of Rule 81 (a)(1) by a revision that expressly applies Civil Rule
65 to copyright impoundment. This revision was first proposed in 1964, and continues to make
sense. Additional measures can safely be left to Congress.
InternationalObligations
The TRIPS provisions of the Uruguay Round of GATT require that effective remedies be
provided "against any act of infringement of intellectual property rights covered by this
Agreement, including expeditious remedies to prevent infringements." Article 41(1).
"Defendants shall have the right to written notice which is timely and contains sufficient detail,
including the basis of the claims." Article 42. "The judicial authorities shall have the authority
to order a party to desist from an infringement * * *." Article 44(1). Provisional measures are
covered in Article 50:
1. The judicial authorities shall have the authority to order prompt and effective
provisional measures: (a) to prevent an infringement of any intellectual property
right from occurring * * *; (b) to preserve relevant evidence in regard to the
alleged infringement.
2. The judicial authorities shall have the authority to adopt provisional measures
inauditaalteraparte where appropriate, in particular where any delay is likely to
cause irreparable harm to the right holder, or where there is a demonstrable risk of
evidence being destroyed.
3. The judicial authorities shall have the authority to require the applicant to
provide any reasonably available evidence in order to satisfy themselves with a
sufficient degree of certainty that the applicant is the right holder and that the
applicant's right is being infringed or that such infringement is imminent, and to
order the applicant to provide a security or equivalent assurance sufficient to
protect the defendant and to prevent abuse.
4. Where provisional measures have been adopted inauditaalteraparte,the
parties affected shall be given notice, without delay after the execution of the
measures at the latest. A review, including a right to be heard, shall take place
upon request of the defendant with a view to deciding, within a reasonable period
after the notification of the measures, whether these measures shall be modified,
revoked or confirmed. * * *
These procedures can be implemented fully under Civil Rule 65, and as suggested above
the ex parte - inauditaalteraparte- provisions seem compatible with due process
requirements. Abrogating the Copyright Rules and amending Civil Rule 65 to expressly govern
impoundment proceedings will help ensure that we are in compliance with TRIPS by removing
7
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the doubts surrounding current practice and provisions. Such room for doubt as might remain
goes to the Article 50(1) authority "to preserve relevant evidence in regard to the alleged
infringement," and the Article 50(2) authority to act "where there is a demonstrable risk of
evidence being destroyed." A combination of Rule 65 with the discovery rules, however, should
be relied upon to establish this authority. Only if these tools prove inadequate should
consideration be given to a procedural rule governing no-notice, prejudgment seizure of
evidence.
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RULES OF PRACTICE AS AMENDED
1

Rule 1
Proceedings in aetions bo1 ught U1 1der section 25 of the Act of Marchi 4, 1909, entitled

2
3

Act to amelnd and consolidate the acts respecting copyright", includinlg proceeding
relating to the perfectin1 g of appeals, shall be goverlned by the Rules of Civil Proeed= 1e, ir
So far as they are not inlconsistent with tlhse u-les.
"A11

4
5
6

RuIe 3

Uponl

the institutioni of anty action, suit or proceeding, or at any timel thlerafter, and

7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

autllorized agenit or attoriney, may file with tle elerk of anmy CoUlt give n jurisdietion unfder
section 34 of the Act of Mareh 4, 1909, an affidavit stating upon the best of his
knowedge, ifnfirmatiom and belief, the niunmber and location1, as neaL as may be, of the
alleged infi iirg copies, records, plates, molds,
llatlices, etc., or other mlmeanis for mnaking
0
tlhe eopi;es alleged to infrinmge tLe copyright, and tlh value of the sane, and witl suc
affidavit shall file with the clerk a bond executed by at least two smueties and approved by

1Jl

t 1 eour t ora

16

before tlh elntry of final judgmlent or decree thleein, the plaiiitiff or colllplainahlt, or his

nonnin,5ilm
thlereof.

Rule 4

17
18
19
20
21
22
23

SucLh bond shall bind the sureties ii a specified suimm, to be fixed by the court, but niot
les tlhan twice tLe reasonable value of such inftin-ging copies, plates, Lecords, m11old-,
miatrices, or otlhrmaea
ns for imiakinig such infrinigimig c
arid be conditionecd for tLe
prolmpt proseeution of tlhe actioni, suit or proceeding; for tLe returwr of said articles to tlhe
defenidant, if they or any of thllem are adjudged not to be infinigemenlts, or if tlhe actio
abates, or is discon
1 tinued before tl-ey are returned to tLe defenmdant; and for tlhe paymmmelt
to tlh defenmdanmt of any damages wlhich the Court miay award to himl againmst tlh plaintiff or

24

commmplainant. Uponi thle filingS of said affidavit and bond, and thl

25
26

the
1 cler k shall issue a writ directed to the mmmarsLal of tlhe distict wlhere th1 e said infri..gi.ng
copies, plates, r ecods, miolds, mnatties, etc., or other mimeanis of ilimakinmg sucL infiuingilng

27

copine

28
29

United States, directing tlh said mmmarshal to fortlhwitl seize and hold le sanme subject to
tlhe order of tle CoUlt issuing said writ, or of tlhe CO-lt of tlh district in wLich the se'
shal lbe made.

30

31

apploval of said bond-,

shall be statd in said affidavit to be located, and genraally to any marsIhal ofl lle

Rafe5

32
33

TXellmarshal shall thereupon seize said articles or any smaller or larger part tLereof h1
imay thlen or tLereafter find, using s-ule force as may be reasona"ly-eeessary iln the

34

pi~mnilb,

35
36
37
38
39

tLe sarPento f 1l pl1ersonmally, if he eam be found withlin t11e district, or if he can not be
foutmd, to his agent, if arty, or to tlh pierson fromn wlose possession tle articles are takelm,
or if tle o wnmer, agenmt, or suei plerson can not be foutnd within ftl1 distrit, by leavin gsaid
copy at tLe ustual place of abode of such ownler or agent, witL a persoin of suitable age and
discretion, or at tlhe place wlhere said articles are fobtd, and shall imiake iniimmediate retuhm
of sujl seizmue, O0attermmpted seizule, to tlh Court. He shall also attachi to said articles a

40

and se ve on thle defndant a copy oflmth affidavit, writ, and bond by defivrinmm
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41

43

tag oI label stating

A marslhal who las seized alleged infiniging articles, shaH retain tlhem in 11i, pohi sion,
keepingS them
11 in a seear place, sbje

45

the excptions it milay order a nevw bonld to be ecuted
buy the plaintiff o
coniplaiiiant, or in default thereof withini a time to be niamed by the couft, tle property to
be.. 1 dretu ed to th1e defenidart.
sustain

RUIe 8

56
57
58

60
61
62
63

64
65

orit.

\TTIthin tlree days after tle articles are seized, and a copy of tlie affidavit, writ and bonld
are served as leeinblefore provided, the defendant shall serve upOn the clerk a notice that
he> excpt to tlU l aiount ofthe penalty ofthe bond, r to the suretie ofthe plaintiff or
ornpliairtant, Or both, othle-wise hle sa l l be deernd to have waived all objectioni to tflh
amount of tle pelnalty of the bond and the sufficiency of the sureties thereon. If tle CoUlt

50
51
52
53
54

59

to the ordr ofllh
u

RuIe 7

49

55

and warviing all psons frouir inl ally lat~e

Rule 6

44

46
47
48

thle fact of such seiz-u

;Wvithin te.n days after seavice of sucl.h notice, the attorney of the plainitiff or cormplainant
shall serve uponl the defendant or his attorney- a 1 iotike of the justifieation1 o f tlle sureties ,
and said sureties shall justify before the court or a judge thlereof at the time therein stated.
Rule 9

The defendant, if he does not except to tlhe amlount of tlhe pelnalty of the bond or the
suffieiency of the sureties of the plaintiff or comnplainlant, may mnake application to the
couit for the return to him of the articles seized, upon filing an affidavit stating all
facts, and cicmtne
tending to showv that the article seized are not infringing
opis,
, plates, mmolds, mnatrices, or mmmeans for making tlh copies alleged to
ir....................i1fti11ge
th1e copyrigh1t:
mnateiali

66
67
68
69
70
71
72

Rule 10

73
74
75

Rule 11

Tlmereaupon tlhe coU-a in its discretion, anid after suchl heariang as it may direct, mmmay, order
such returnm uponi t11e fii 11
ng by tl-t defenmdant of a bon
1 d executed by at least two sureties,
binding thiem in a specified SuI1 to be fixed in the discretion of the Court, and conditioned
for the delivery of said specified articles to abide the order of the Co-Ult. The plainitiff-or
commiplainmanit mimay require such sureties to justify witlin ten days of the filing of sunl
b

Upo0n tlle gramntinmg of sucl applicationi anmd tlhe justificationm of tlh sureties on tlhe bon
1 d,
flm mmarsmIal-lsalH imnnmm1ediately deliver the articles seized to the defendart.
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76

Rule 12

77

78
79
80
81

ArULY

to
ei.vice rquird
1

3~-,-lly

be prfo1 1ed by- ally miiarshlal mllay be perfor
11 ecd by ally deputy

of suh m harsha.
Rule 13
vices i ases arising under this seedion the mnarshlal shall be entitled to the saire
F
feesa are allowed for similar services in other eases.
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82
83

Rule 65. Injunctions
(f) Copyright impoundment. This rule applies to copyright impoundment proceedings.

84

Committee Note

85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93

New subdivision (f) is added in conjunction with abrogation of the antiquated Copyright
Rules of Practice adopted for proceedings under the 1909 Copyright Act. Courts have naturally
turned to Rule 65 in response to the apparent inconsistency of the former Copyright Rules with
the discretionary impoundment procedure adopted in 1976, 17 U.S.C. § 503(a). Rule 65
procedures also have assuaged well-founded doubts whether the Copyright Rules satisfy more
contemporary requirements of due process. See, e.g., Religious Technology Center v. Netcom
On-Line CommunicationsServs., Inc., 923 F.Supp. 1231, 1260-1265 (N.D.Cal.1995); Paramount
Pictures Corp. v. Doe, 821 F.Supp. 82 (E.D.N.Y.1993); WPOW, Inc. v. MRLJEnterprises, 584
F.Supp. 132 (D.D.C.1984).

94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103

A common question has arisen from the experience that notice of a proposed
impoundment may enable an infringer to defeat the court's capacity to grant effective relief.
Impoundment may be ordered on an ex parte basis under subdivision (b) if the applicant makes a
strong showing of the reasons why notice is likely to defeat effective relief. Such no-notice
procedures are authorized in trademark infringement proceedings, see 15 U.S.C. § 1116(d), and
courts have provided clear illustrations of the kinds of showings that support ex parte relief. See
Matter of Vuitton etFils S.A., 606 F.2d 1 (2d Cir.1979); Vuitton v. White, 945 F.2d 569 (3d
Cir. 1991). In applying the tests for no-notice relief, the court should ask whether impoundment
is necessary, or whether adequate protection can be had by a less intrusive form of no-notice
relief shaped as a temporary restraining order.

104
105
106
107

This new subdivision (f) does not limit use of trademark procedures in cases that combine
trademark and copyright claims. Some observers believe that trademark procedures should be
adopted for all copyright cases, a proposal better considered by Congressional processes than by
rulemaking processes.
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108

Rule 81. Applicability in General

109

(a) To What Proceedings to which the Rules Applyicable.

110

(1) These rules do not apply to prize proceedings in admiralty governed by Title 10,

111

U.S.C., §§ 7561-7681. They do not apply to proceedings in bankruptcy as provided by

112

the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure or to proceedings in copuyrighlt uder Title 17,

113

U.S.C., except in sou fa as they may be made applicable thereto by iuls pruomulatd by,

114

the Supreme Ceo-t of the Ut1ited States. They do not apply to mental health puroceed's

115

in the United States District Court for the District of Colunbip.

116

*** * *

117

Committee Note

Former Copyright Rule 1 made the Civil Rules applicable to copyright proceedings
118
except;to the extent the Civil Rules were inconsistent with Copyright Rules. Abrogation of the
119
120 Dibpyright Rules leaves the Civil Rules fully applicable to copyright proceedings. Rule 81 (a)(1)
121
S amehdedto reflect this change.
ThelDistrict of Columbia Court Reform and Criminal Procedure Act of 1970, Pub.L. 9184 S*ta 473, transferred mental health proceedings formerly held in the United States
h District of Columbia to local District of Columbia courts. The provision
ct~or
iJig tf Cvil Rules to these proceedings is deleted as superfluous.

1122
123
'124,
125
V126

1~1
,21 1

ei referqnce to incorporation of the Civil Rules in the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy
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128
129

The following model is an example of an order that could be used to abrogate the
copyright rules:

130

ORDER OF

131
132
133

1. That the Rules of Practice for proceedings in actions brought under section 25 of the
Act of March 4, 1909, entitled "An Act to amend and consolidate the acts respecting copyright,"
be, and they hereby are, abrogated.

134
135

2. That the abrogation of the forementioned Rules of Practice shall take effect on
December 1, _
.

136
137
138
139

3. That the Chief Justice be, and hereby is, authorized to transmit to the Congress the
foregoing abrogation in accordance with the provisions of Section 2072 of Title 28, United States
Code.
[Explanatory Note]

140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148

The Copyright Rules of Practice were adopted under the final, undesignated, paragraph of
the Act of March 4, 1909, c. 320, § 25, 35 Stat. at 1081-1082:
§ 25 That if any person shall infringe the copyright in any work protected under the copyright
laws of the United States such person shall be liable:

149
150

Rules and regulations for practice and procedure under this section shall be prescribed by
the Supreme Court of the United States.

151
152
153
154

This final paragraph of § 25 was repealed in 1948, apparently on the theory that it
duplicated the general Enabling Act provisions. Act of June 25, 1948, c. 646, § 39, 62 Stat. 992,
996 & n. 31. See Historical Notes, 17 U.S.C.A., following Copyright Rule 1. It seems
appropriate to rest abrogation on § 2072, for want of any other likely source of authority.

*****

(c) To deliver up on oath, to be impounded during the pendency of the action, upon such
terms and conditions as the court may prescribe, all articles alleged to infringe a copyright;
*****

(e)***
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III Civil Rule 83- Local Rules - Recommendedfor Discussion
The Committee discussed two drafts that would amend Civil Rule 83(a), following the
request of the Standing Committee that the advisory committees study adoption of a uniform
effective date for local rules. The Appellate Rules Committee has approved a draft Appellate
Rule 47 that makes two changes. First, the draft sets December 1 as the effective date unless a
different effective date is specified when there is "an immediate need for the amendment."
Second, the draft prohibits "enforcement" of a local rule before a copy is received by the
Administrative Office.
Two versions of Civil Rule 83 are set out below. The first follows the lead of the
Appellate Rules Committee, with one change that reflects a statutory difference between local
district-court rules and local circuit-court rules. A district-court rule must be "furnished" not
only to the Administrative Office, but also to the judicial council of the circuit. This first draft
prohibits enforcement before a rule is received by both the Administrative Office and the judicial
council.
The second draft Rule 83 goes farther. It sets a 60-day advance notice and comment
requirement before a local rule can be adopted or amended, with an exception that reflects the
"immediate need" provision in 28 U.S.C. § 2071(e). Moreover, it prohibits enforcement of a
local rule until 60 days after notice is given to the judicial council and the Administrative Office
and until it is made available to the public. It also requires the Administrative Office both to
publish all local rules by electronic means and to report to the district court and the judicial
council any rule that does not conform to Rule 83 requirements. Once a rule has been reported
by the Administrative Office, enforcement is prohibited until the judicial council has approved.
These drafts are reported to the Standing Committee for discussion, without further
recommendation. The Civil Rules Committee determined unanimously that there should be
further consideration of the question whether the general Enabling Act authority established by
§ 2072 should be invoked to supersede the explicit "effective date" provisions of § 2071; it may
be wiser to seek § 2071 amendments. The Civil Rules Committee also unanimously
recommends adding June 1 as an alternative effective date. Discussion of these issues is
reflected in the draft Minutes at pages 25 to 30. The distinction adopted in proposed Appellate
Rule 47 between the "effective date" and "enforcement" of a local rule also will be noted briefly.
The problem of statutory authority is easily stated. Section 2071(a) establishes district
courts' authority to "prescribe rules for the conduct of their business." Section 2071(b) provides
that any "[s]uch rule shall take effect upon the date specified by the prescribing court * * *."
Section 2071 (c)(1) provides that a district-court rule "shall remain in effect unless modified or
abrogated by the judicial council of the relevant circuit." Both forms of proposed Civil Rule 83
are inconsistent with these statutory provisions. Specification of an effective date conflicts with
§ 2071(b). Provisions barring "enforcement" until specified events occur also seem inconsistent
with the effective date provision. This inconsistency is particularly glaring with respect to the
proposal that would bar enforcement between the time the Administrative Office reports a local
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rule as inconsistent with Rule 83 and the time reinstate the rule.

if ever - that the judicial council chooses to

The~ obvious response to this difficulty is that the general Enabling Act, § 2072(b),
provides that "[a]ll laws in conflict with" a national rule adopted by the Supreme Court "shall be
of no further force or effect after such rules have taken effect." Although all rulesmaking
committees have been cautious about invoking this supersession power, it might seem
appropriate to rely on it for the high purpose of restraining the problems that seem to be created
by the proliferation of local rules.
Reliance on the supersession clause, however, may not be a certain thing. There is a
powerful argument that §§ 2071 and 2072 should be read in pari material as parts of a single
scheme for adopting both national and local rules of procedure. Congress considered these
matters together a decade ago, and maintained the supersession clause only after careful study. It
might come as a surprise to be told that the supersession clause applies not only to statutes
outside the seemingly integrated rulemaking provisions, but also to the explicit provisions of
§ 2071.

rule upon report of nonconformance by the Administrative Office to the judicial council. 28
U.S.C. § 332(d)(4) requires that judicial councils review local district-court rules, and empowers
the councils to modify or abrogate a local rule that is inconsistent with the national rules. Section
I332(d)(4), however, does not expressly authorize a judicial council to suspend a local rule
pending review. Giving the Administrative Office authority to effect an automatic suspension
may seem to go too far beyond the implicit limits of § 332(d)(4).
The quqstion whether to push ahead with provisions establishing uniform effective dates
is not one of powr aone. It seems a fair guess that some district court, somewhere, would
advance the,
the supersession clause does not apply to its § 2071 authority. The
l Aft
argl' s42ut~l
ibe shirked if the stakes are really high. But there may be grounds to
~ftl Wc~tien
F i porlce of a uniform effective date for all district-court rules. Several members
believed that a uniform effective date would be a useful
l~ite
Jj oŽ,J ,itl¢
i ni
es not go to the heart of the problems posed by local rules. Easy
Acc'~s
~'~~4lycp~pete
t
text of all local rules was thought to be far more important. If

I!

bWQhb~h Worthy; is not of the first importance, it may be prudent to forgo the

'aAn aternative to amending the various local-rules provisions of the national rules may be
to tyie rei lied consideration of these problems by Congress. Congress could readily adopt
4 toJnrposats made in the more sweeping draft Rule 83, and might find other and more
cabin
the continuing excesses of some district-court rules.
efT thy r a ifs to
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Turning to the effective date provision, Advisory Committee members emphasized that
substantial time is required to act on a local rule proposal. To defer the effective date for up to a
year after the lengthy process grinds to a conclusion is too much. After considering various
proposals, it was agreed that two effective dates each year would be sufficient - June 1 and
December 1. The June 1 date cannot claim the particular advantages that have been attributed to
the December 1 date, but provides effective flexibility without adding undue confusion.
The distinction drawn by draft Appellate Rule 47 between the "effective date" for a local
rule and "enforcement" of the rule was accepted by the Civil Rules Committee. This drafting
strategy makes it possible to avoid potential confusion about the effective date. Perhaps more
importantly, it leaves the way open for voluntary compliance with a local rule by parties who
know of it. Voluntary compliance often may be a good thing - a good local rule should be
viewed as an aid for lawyers, not an obstacle. Barring "enforcement" both protects those who
have not learned of the rule and provides an incentive to comply with requirements for reporting
and publication.
The following draft of Civil Rule 83 is submitted to illustrate adaptation of the Appellate
lRules model. Whatever substantive changes may be agreed upon, the Standing Committee will
be concerned to achieve as much uniformity of style as possible among the several different sets
of Rules.
Rule 83. Rules by District Courts; Judge's Directives
I (a) Local Rules.

(l)1)I

Each district court, acting by a majority of its district judges, may, after giving
appropriate public notice and an opportunity for comment, make and amend rules
governing its practice.

~

'

(B) A
.local

l I!

rule shall be consistent with-but not duplicative of- Acts of Congress

aiid rules adopted under 28 U.S.C. §§ 2072 and 2075, and shall conform to any
uniiform numbering system prescribed by the Judicial Conference of the United
1

I

(

A loca lrule or amendment takes effect on thle date specified by the district cuUlt the

June 1 or December 1 next following adoption unless the [district] court specifies
an earlier date to meet an immediate need. and remains in effect unless amended
by thelcourt or modified or abrogated by the judicial council of the circuit.

(l ICo Jie of rules and amendments shall, upon their promlgation adoption, be
l~

fijr....ished to the judicial council and the Administrative Office of the United
States Courts and be made available to the public. A rule or amendment must

~~~~~~
I~~

~

~

~

~~~~
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16

[may] not be enforced before it is received by the Administrative Office and [by]

17

the judicial council.

18

[Subparagraph C could be brought closer to the style of draft Appellate Rule 47 like this:

19
20
21

(C) A local rule or amendment takes effect on December 1 following its adoption, unless
a majority of the court's judges in regular active service determines that there is an
immediate need for the amendment, and remains in effect * * *.

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

There are two significant differences. This version repeats the majority of the judges
requirement already set out in subparagraph (A), adding the "in regular active service"
embellishment that is now stated in Appellate Rule 47 but not in present Civil Rule 83. It might
be better to add this requirement to subparagraph (A) if it seems desirable. And this version
seems to imply that the choice is between immediate effect and effect on the following December
1. Perhaps it would be inferred that an "immediate need" can be met by specifying an effective
date that is not immediate. Subparagraph (C) in the full draft avoids the ambiguity by allowing
the court to specify "an earlier date to meet an immediate need."]

30

Committee Note

31
32
33
34

A uniform effective date is required for local rules to facilitate the task of lawyers who
must become aware of changes as they are adopted. Exceptions should be made to meet
immediate needs when special circumstances arise that cannot be accommodated by other means
during the period before the next June 1 or December 1.

35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42

The present requirements of filing with the Administrative Office and circuit judicial
council are bolstered by prohibiting enforcement of a local rule or amendment before a copy is
received by the Administrative Office and by the judicial council. This requirement need not
entail any significant delay in enforcement. District courts should regulate their local rules
activities in a way that allows ample time for transmitting copies before the next June 1 or
December 1; receipt well in advance of June 1 or December 1 will be all to the good. If
immediate effect is desired, the copies can be transmitted by means - including electronic
means - that entail little or no delay.

43
44
45
46
47

New technology will help discharge the obligation to make local rules available to the
public. Many courts have posted local rules on the Internet. All courts should seek to make local
rules available in this form as resources become available. In addition, it is expected that the
Administrative Office will place all local rules in a single easily accessible location, preferably
the Internet,' for the benefit of the bench, bar, and public.

This reference to "the Internet" is temporizing. A better reference should be found - the
reference in the next draft to "means that provide convenient public electronic access" may be a
suitable beginning.
1
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A More ControllingModel
The draft based on the Appellate Rules draft will protect against unintended violations of
local rules that were not known to the offender. It does not go as far as might be gone, however,
toward ensuring any effective review of local rules. Greater control might be established by
formalizing the § 2071(b) requirement of "appropriate public notice and an opportunity for
comment," and by stimulating judicial council review. Judicial councils are required to
undertake "periodic" review of local district rules, but different circuits approach this
responsibility with different levels of attention. It would be ideal to find a means to ensure that
the local circuit judicial council reviews every local rule. Assuming that this ideal is not
practicable, substantial good might flow from requiring the Administrative Office to review new
rules or amendments and to notify the judicial council of potential problems. The following draft
illustrates this approach:
Rule 83. Rules by District Courts; Judge's Directives
1

(a) Local Rules.

2

(1) Each district court, acting by a majority of its district judges, may, after giving appropriate

3

public notice and an opportunity for commnent, make and amend rules governing its

4

practice only as follows:

5

(A) A local rule shall be consistent with -

but not duplicative of- Acts of Congress

6

and rules adopted under 28 U.S.C. §§ 2072 and 2075, and shall conform to any

7

uniform numbering system prescribed by the Judicial Conference of the United

8

States.

9

(B) At least 60 days before adopting or amending a local rule, the court shall give

10

appropriate public notice of the proposed rule and an opportunity for comment.

11

The court may give immediate effect to a rule without satisfying this notice and

12

comment requirement if it determines that there is an immediate need for the rule.

13

but it must promptly afford notice and opportunity for comment after the rule

14

becomes effective.

15

(

A local rule or amendment takes effect on the date specified by the district coaurt the

16

June 1 or December 1 next following its adoption unless the court specifies an

17

earlier date to meet an immediate need, and remains in effect unless amended by

18

the court or modified or abrogated by the judicial council of the circuit. eopies of

19

rules and amiienidimenits shall, upon tlheir proLuulgatin, be fur-ished to the Judicial
19
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20

coauncil and the Admiristrative Office of the United States Courts and be mlade

21

available to the public:

22
23

(D) A court may not enforce a local rule or amendment until:
(1) 60 days after the court gave notice of the rule or amendment to the judicial

24

council of the circuit and to the Administrative Office of The United

25

States Courts: and

26
27
28

(2) the court has made the rule or amendment available to the public by
convenient means. including electronic means where feasible.
(2) The Administrative Office of the United States Courts shall promptly publish all local rules

29

by means that provide convenient public electronic access. The Administrative Office

30

also shall review all new local rules or amendments, and shall report to the district court

31

and the judicial council of the circuit if it finds that a rule or amendment does not

32

conform to the requirements of this Rule. A district court may not enforce a local rule

33

provision that has been reported by the Administrative Office until the judicial council of

34

the circuit approves the provision.

35

(v) *** (Renumber present (2), (3), (4), (5), (6), and note abrogation of former (7).)

36

Committee Note

37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45

Practicing attorneys continue to complain about the difficulty of complying with local
rules of practice. The complaints address such matters as a lack of uniformity between districts,
the difficulty of learning the meaning and even existence of local rules, and occasional
inconsistency with the national rules. A careful examination of local rules by the Ninth Circuit
Judicial Council, for example, uncovered several local rules that seem inconsistent with the
national rules. Rule 83 already requires consistency with the national rules, and the present
requirement that rules be filed with the judicial council is intended to provide some means of
enforcement. More effective measures seem called for, but measures that do not create
unnecessary roadblocks to effective adoption and enforcement of local rules.

46
47

Paragraph (B) implements the present requirements of Rule 83 and 28 U.S.C. § 2071(b)
by requiring at least 60-day public notice before adopting or amending a local rule.

48
49
50
51

A uniform effective date is provided in paragraph (C) to facilitate the task of lawyers who
must become aware of changes as they are adopted. Exceptions can be made to meet immediate
needs when special circumstances arise that cannot be accommodated by other means during the
period before June 1 or December 1. The material in paragraph (C) also is changed to reflect the

20
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52
53

provision in 28 U.S.C. § 2071(c)(1) that allows a judicial council to modify, rather than abrogate,
a local rule.

54
55
56

Paragraph (D) prohibits enforcement of a local rule or amendment for 60 days after notice
is given to the judicial council and the Administrative Office. It also prohibits enforcement until
the district court has made the rule or amendment available to the public.

57
58
59
60
61
62

Paragraph (E) imposes new duties on the Administrative Office. It is required to publish
local rules on the Internet or whatever future system of readily accessible electronic
communication proves convenient. In addition, the Administrative Office is required to review
all new local rules or amendments and report to the district court and judicial council if the rule
does not conform to Rule 83 requirements. The district court may not enforce a rule reported by
the Administrative Office until the judicial council approves the reported provision.
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IV ContinuingAgenda Items
Civil Rule 51
Consideration of the jury-instruction provisions of Civil Rule 51 came to the Civil Rules
Committee as the result of the work of the Ninth Circuit Judicial Council. Finding many local
rules that require submission of instruction requests before trial begins, the Judicial Council
expressed concern that these desirable rules seem inconsistent with Rule 51. It suggested a Rule
51 amendment that would legitimate the local rules. The Criminal Rules Committee, in addition,
has published for comment a proposal that would amend Criminal Rule 30 to authorize the court
to direct that requests be made at the close of the evidence "or at any earlier time that the court
reasonably directs."
The Civil Rules Committee has concluded that there is no reason to make the timing of
instruction requests turn on the choices made by local rules. If it is desirable to authorize a
district court to require that requests be made before trial begins, the authority should be
provided by a uniform national rule.
Before turning to a simple Rule 51 amendment, however, the question was put whether it
might be desirable to revise Rule 51 to state more clearly the practices that have grown up around
the present opaque language. A draft has been prepared and briefly considered by the
Committee. Understanding that the Criminal Rules Committee is interested in the instructions
project, but that it does not feel an urgent need for action, the Civil Rules Committee has carried
the proposal forward for further consideration.
Civil Rule 53
In 1994, spurred by suggestions from local Civil Justice Reform Act committees, the
Committee briefly considered a revision of the special-master provisions of Civil Rule 53. The
underlying motive arose from the perception that Rule 53 speaks directly only to the use of
special masters for trial purposes, a use that has fallen into near-disuse. At the same time, special
masters have come to be used extensively for pretrial and post-judgment purposes that are not
directly regulated by Rule 53. In some situations, moreover, courts seem to be experimenting
with the use of court-appointed experts in ways that blur the line between witness and judicial
adjunct, and even to be appointing advisers who function entirely outside Evidence Rule 706.
After brief review, the Committee has concluded that it should take up the Rule 53 draft
for further study. A Rule 53 Subcommittee has been appointed to study the questions raised by
the draft and to report to the Fall, 1999 meeting on the desirability of pursuing the proposal. If a
suitable project can be designed, the Federal Judicial Center will be asked to support the
Subcommittee in its work.
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CorporateDisclosureStatements
The question whether a new Civil Rule should be adopted to require corporate disclosure
statements in all civil actions came late to the Advisory Committee agenda. Appellate Rule 26.1
provided a model that was briefly considered. The Advisory Committee expressed doubt about
the recent amendment of Appellate Rule 26.1 that deleted the requirement that a corporate party
identify "subsidiaries (except wholly-owned subsidiaries), and affiliates that have issued shares
to the public." It also wondered whether any disclosure requirement should extend to some
noncorporate entities. Uncertainty was expressed whether it would be better to adopt a single
uniform rule for Appellate, Bankruptcy, Civil, and Criminal Rules; to adopt different provisions
for each of these bodies of rules; to prepare a recommended disclosure form for use by such
courts as might like it; or to adopt some other course.
It was recognized that these questions are better pursued through coordinated efforts by
each of the Advisory Committees. The Committee concluded that further study should be
initiated by the two Committee members to be appointed to the Standing Committee's ad hoc
committee on federal rules of attorney conduct. Perhaps these issues could be considered by the
ad hoc committee as a separate matter, or perhaps some other means of coordinated study should
be developed.
Discovery
Proposals to amend several provisions of the civil discovery rules were published in
August, 1998. A review of the proposals is provided in the draft Minutes, pages 4 to 11. A oral
summary will be provided at the Standing Committee meeting.
Mass Torts Working Group
Nearly a year ago, Chief Justice Rehnquist authorized formation of a Mass Torts Working
Group under the leadership of the Civil Rules Committee. The Civil Rules Committee was
chosen to lead the group because its consideration of proposed class-action amendments had
given it a useful body of information about mass torts. Time and again, the problems of mass
torts seemed to the Committee to call for coordinated legislative and rulemaking responses. The
Working Group was chaired by Judge Anthony J. Scirica and assisted by Professor Francis E.
McGovern as special consultant. The Civil Rules Committee considered and approved an
advanced draft of the Working Group report. The discussion is summarized at pages 11 to 22 of
the draft minutes. Final work on the report continues, with presentations to three of the other
Judicial Conference committees that contributed liaison members to the Working Group. The
report describes the mass-torts phenomena, noting that each mass tort seems to present problems
different from any of those that have gone before. The report also summarizes the questions that
have been described as problems by some observers, and describes proposals that have been
made to address these problems. The only recommendation, however, is that a new ad hoc
Judicial Conference committee be created, with authority to report directly to the Judicial
Conference, to study the problems further.
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It is important to note that nothing in the recommendation for creation of an ad hoc
committee would impinge on the Enabling Act process. A new committee would consider
possible legislation and court rules, but any recommendations for court rules would be made as
suggestions for further study in the regular process of Advisory Committee, Standing Committee,
Judicial Conference, Supreme Court, and ultimately Congress.
Mass tort litigation involves so many different problems, and continues to evolve at such
a pace, that in the end it may prove better to rely on gradual judicial evolution than to launch
more ambitious legislative and rulemaking projects. There is good ground to hope, however, that
at least modest improvements can be recommended by a new committee. The work is worth
undertaking, even knowing the risk that nothing immediate may come of it.
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